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Thanks — 
million! 


such as the grant of £19,706 
over three years for the Bradford 
Ravenscliffe Project, which is 
enabling an evangelist to live 
and work on a deprived estate in 
the hope of setting up a local 
centre of worship. The project 
is managed by a joint council of 
representatives of local 
Anglican, Methodist, United 
Reformed and Roman Catholic 
churches. 

In other areas of Bradford, the 
renovation of a community 
launderette is being made possi- 
ble, while in Dagenham a Chris- 
tian alternative to drug addiction 
is becoming a reality for more 
and more young people through 
the work of Daybreak, a drug 
abuse centre founded by the 
local vicar and partly supported 
by the Church Urban Fund. 

Target 

The Church Urban Fund is 
appealing for £18 million from 
the English dioceses as part of 
an £80 million programme 
spread over the next 20 years. 
The Oxford Diocese Synod has 
agreed to a target of £1 .5 million 
for our diocese of which 
£500,000 is being given from 
central funds. 

The balance of £1 million 
works out at £16 per head of 
membership of the electoral roll, 
although parishes have been 
asked to make this a target but 
not a ceiling for giving. 


With £500,000 still to be 
raised by the parishes, many of 
them are showing remarkable 
initiatives in their money raising 
efforts. There has been spon- 
sored hymn-singing, sponsored 
piano playing and even spon- 
sored mountain climbing. On 
Saturday, July 15, there will be 
two sponsored Thames-side 
walks led by the Bishop of Ox- 
ford and the Bishop of Buck- 
ingham, and September 17-24 
will be celebrated as national 
Church Urban Fund Week. 

Steamboat 

Ten lucky people will even be 
going to the first day of the 
150th Henley Royal Regatta in 
a Victorian steamboat, by 
courtesy of the Church Urban 
Fund. The Glen Rosa has been 
made available for the day com- 
plete with crew and champagne 
lunch through the generosity of 
the owners. It was advertised in 
The Times on April 12 for the 
highest offer over £2,500, which 
will be donated to the Fund. 

At the start of the Appeal’s se- 
cond year in the Oxford Diocese 
Bishop Richard has referred 
again to his words at its launch 
last May. He said then that he 
believed that the Church Urban 
Fund was not just about giving 
money to another good cause but 
a profoundly spiritual matter 
“about giving and receiving 
within the Body of Christ”. 


MOST CLERGYMEN WOULD LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
RELAX WHEN THE TIME COMES TO RETIRE, BUT IT IS NOT 
ALWAYS SO EASY . . . 

To enable us to cope with the needs of the growing number of our pensioners, 
their widows and dependents we must extend the scope of the care we offer. 

Through the help of our supporters, many of whom have remembered us so 
generously when drawing up their Will we have been able to ease the everyday 
problems encountered by some of our older pensioners with the special care 
offered in our nursing home and 10 residential homes. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of covenant and legacies in order to 
continue this much needed work. Please help us in any way you can. 
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To: The Secretary, The Church of England 
Pensions board, Department TD 
53 Tufton Street, London SW1P 3QP 
I enclose my gift of 


Name _ 
Address 


PLEASE SEND ME . . . 

□ a Bankers Order form 

□ a form of Covenant 

□ more details of your 
charitable work 

□ a form of words for a Legacy 

□ a form of gift of Property 

Tick appropriate box(es) 


ON a chilly Good Friday evening 
The Way of the Cross came to Ox- 
ford, and Jesus (Stephen Newell) 
walked the streets of Cowley with 
his disciples and a donkey. 

The four hour passion play, 
directed and written by Dr Anne 
Bartlett, was watched by a crowd 
of several thousand — and involv- 
ed a cast of 170 actors from all the 
local churches. One old lady wat- 
ched from her garden gate and 
wept. The events of 2000 years ago 
unfolded against a harsh urban 
environment, but seemed 
mysteriously real. 


A turn to Rome 


AN Oxford vicar is to become a 
Roman Catholic. He is the Rev Paul 
King, who broke the news to his 
congregation after the 10.30am 
Eucharist at St Mary Magdalen 
Church on Sunday, April 2. 

The announcement came in the 
form of a statement prepared after 
discussions with the Bishop of Ox- 
ford and with the churchwardens and 
officers. He said that although the 
final decision came after a retreat 
this year, it was the culmination of 
a “gradual process of change over 
many years”. 
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one village 

The World Shop 




WHERE TO SHOP FOR CARPETS AND RUGS, 
HOME AND LIVING ACCESSORIES, 
FROM COMMUNITY CO-OPS 
IN AFRICA • ASIA • SOUTH AMERICA 

One Village The World Shop 

On the A34 in Woodstock-Oxford 
In the Regent Arcade, Cheltenham 


“I have found it increasingly hard 
to stand at the altar knowing myself 
to be out of communion with the 
Roman Catholic Church which I 
have come to believe to be the visi- 
ble sacramental sign of the heart and 
fullness of the Church of Jesus 
Christ,” he said. 

Paul King’s resignation officially 
took effect from the end of April but 
Bishop Richard has given permission 
for him to continue to live in the 
vicarage until the end of July. Before 
then, however, he hopes to move 
with his family to a rented house 
elsewhere in Oxford and to take up 
work with homeless people. 

Ever since the days of Colin 
Stephenson in the forties and fifties, 
St Mary Magdalen Church has been 
known for its flambuoyant High 
Church style, grand liturgy and 
prayerful atmosphere, and its twice- 
daily Masses are attended by 
devotees from far afield. 

Paul King is not the first Anglican 
priest to take leave of the Church of 
England from an Oxford pulpit. In 
1843 John Henry Newman preach- 
ed his famous “Parting of Friends” 
sermon at Littlemore Parish Church, 
and in May 1985 Peter Cornwell, 
now a Roman Catholic priest but 
then vicar of St Mary the Virgin, 
Oxford, announced his decision dur- 
ing Sunday morning service. 

See also From the Bishop , page 
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THE Church Urban Fund 
Appeal in the Diocese of Ox- 
ford has passed the £1 
million mark exactly one 
year after its opening. 

Half of the money has been 
raised by the parishes, and the 
announcement by the Appeal 
Director, the Revd Paul 
Nicolson, means that we are 
now well on our way to reaching 
or even exceeding the Diocesan 
target of £1,500,000 by May 
1990. 

New ways 

In a letter to the Fund’s 
deanery co-ordinators and parish 
promoters the Bishop of Oxford 
says: “I have been profoundly 
encouraged by the response of 
the parishes to the powerful case 
for the Church Urban Fund Ap- 
peal. It seems to me that through 
this appeal not only have we 
become more aware of the 
character of poverty in this 
country and the needs in the in- 
ner cities, but we have also 
found some new ways of work- 
ing together in the deaneries and 
in the diocese as a whole.” 

So confident is Bishop 
Richard that the Church Urban 
Fund will achieve its target in 
this diocese, that he has already 
announced a final meeting in 
March next year to give thanks 
for the Appeal and to review 
what has been learned from it. 
He hopes that by then all 
parishes will be able to send 
word that their targets have been 
reached if not surpassed. 

Ecumenical 

Over 150 projects in depriv- 
ed urban areas all over England 
have so far received financial 
help from the Fund. Much of the 
money goes to ecumenical work 


The Grand Tour 


ON May 5, the Bishop of Oxford 
officially begins the first Episcopal 
Visitation around the Diocese for 
more than ten years. Starting with 
his visit to Witney he will travel 
hundreds of miles to visit all 29 
deaneries in a journey which ends 
in Bracknell on July* 19. 

The Visitation has taken months 
of planning. Before making their 
official visit Canon Law allows 
Bishops or Archdeacons the right 
to deliver “Articles of Enquiry” 
— an official list of questions 
which clergy and churchwardens 
are obliged to answer. 

The Articles, which Bishop 
Richard has personally drawn up, 
include questions about spiritual 
life, on the Christian use of money 
and about mission. The Revd 
Keith Lamdin, Director of the 
Parish Resources Department, 
says that every PCC has been 
asked to debate them and some 
have involved the whole congrega- 
tion in the discussion. “Most 
parishes have found the questions 
to be both searching and en- 
couraging,” he says. 


The evening programme will be 
the same for each deanery visit. A 
short period of worship and the 
swearing-in of churchwardens will 
be followed by a presentation of 
the deanery profile, based on the 
parishes' replies to the Article of 
Enquiry and the Bishop's official 
“Charge” or formal address to 
the deanery. There will also be an 
exhibition of some of the work of 
the Diocese. 

Bishop Richard admits that the 
Visitation is going to be “quite a 
trek”, although he says that hav- 
ing once been a cross-country run- 
ner he is. not too daunted at the 
prospect (see also back page!). He 
sees it as a unique opportunity to 
share his vision with the deaneries 
and to discuss their responses to 
“some basic and crucial questions 
about the life of the Church 
today”. 

“The Visitation is certainly a big 
event in my life. I hope it will also 
be significant in the growth and 
development of Christian life in 
the Diocese,” he says. 

May visitation dates on pl2. 
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FUTONS FUTONS FUTONS 

Traditional Japanese Style 
and Quality. 

4 y 5, 6 and 7 layer futons and 
bases available . 

STUDENT DISCOUNTS 
FREE DELIVERY IN OXFORD 

PHONE: OXFORD 880005 9.30-9.30 7 Days 




GABRIEL COURT 

19/23 

THE BROADWAY 
KETTERING 
N0RTHANTS 
FAX: (0536) 82075 

PLEASE CALL US, 
WE WILL BE 
PROUD TO SHOW 
YOU OUR HOME. 

A Luxury Residence for the Elderly 

KETTERING (0536) 510019 

★ A large Victorian family home in 
residential surroundings 

★ Three fully equipped lounges 
overlooking South-facing gardens 

★ Large dining rooms. 

★ Special diets catered for 

★ Bedrooms luxuriously furnished 
with Colour T.V. and telephones 

★ 24 hour care by fully trained staff 

★ Friends and relatives always welcome 



RETIRE 

with Independence and Security 

PANGBOURNE, BERKS 



Luxury flats and cottages located in the centre of the Thames-side 
village of Pangbourne, with gardens to the River Pang; a clear fast 
flowing trout stream. Resident Warden with 24 hour alarm service. 
This select development provides a unique opportunity to acquire 
a retirement home within walking distance of all facilities and main 
line railway to Reading, London and the West Country. 
Available; One 1-bedroomed Flat and Two 2-bedroomed Cottages. 

Prices from £78,950 to £95,000 
All prices include garage, fully fitted kitchen and carpets. The 
development is now complete. The site is managed by The Hanover 
Housing Association and the Warden is in residence. 

The Showhouse and all available flats can be viewed on Saturdays 
and Sundays from 2pm - 4.30pm. 

Kylment Limited, P.O. Box 25, Pangbourne, RG8 7EF. 

Telephone: (07357) 4726 
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fingdene Estate Developments- 


Retiring ? 


Tingdene Estates are now the proud owners 
of the following Residential Parks. 

Pavenham Park, Bedfordshire — situated by 
the banks of the Great River Ouse and the 
picturesque village of Pavenham. 

Bedwell Park, Cambridgeshire — located in 
the village of Witchford within two miles of the 
Cathedral City of Ely. 

Mill Farm, Warwickshire — = near to open 
fields and on the banks of the Ashby Spur 
Canal, yet only a few minutes walk from many 
local amenities. 

These developments offer quality homes of 
various sizes with fully landscaped gardens. 

Prices from £37,200 to £62,500. 

STOP PRESS . . . New development in 
Clopton, Northamptonshire. 


p For further information please contact: 

T Tingdene Estates Limited 

|. v ’ il^ Bradfield Road, Finedon Road Industrial Estate, 
Wellingborough, Northants. NN8 4HB 
ESTATES Telephone: Wellingborough (0933) 225157 




Truth came through 


4 1 became a Christian in 
a very orthodox way, 
without any Damascus 
Road experience. When I was 
old enough really to think, I 
convinced myself that you 
couldn’t actually be sure about 
God, and you couldn’t base 
your life on an uncertainty. 
But then, when I turned the 
coin over and started to im- 
agine a world without it being 
true, that was even harder to 
believe. 

My father’s family were all 
Plymouth Brethren. I can 
remember being taken to my 
grandparents’ where they didn’t 
have jam or a newspaper on Sun- 
day. My father was the black 
sheep of the family; by that I mean 
he became an Anglican. When I 
became ordained one of my aunts 
wrote something to the effect that 
she “always knew our family 
would come to a bad end”. 

When I was a schoolboy. I 
remember the chaplain said to us: 
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The Bishop of Reading 


“When you are thinking of what 
you are going to be, first of all ask 
God whether He wants you to be 
ordained.” I was an obedient little 
boy, so after being in the Air Force 
during the war, even though I 
wanted to read Law, I made an 
appointment to see the Bishop of 
Blackburn. 

I said: “I don’t want to take up 
your time, my Lord, but I just 
want to be absolutely sure God 
doesn’t want me to be ordained. 
He can’t, because I’m agnostic 
about so many things.” When he 
asked me what I was agnostic 
about, and I told him, he said: 
“You know, I think I’m agnostic 
about those things too . . . Why 
not give it a shot?” So, rather sur- 
prised, I did. I went to university 
and then was ordained. 

There were things I couldn't 
understand: like the Virgin Birth, 
which I found rather incredible, 
and some of Paul’s writings I 
thought rather twee as though 
somebody has written a scenario 
and put Paul’s name to it. There 
were minor things like that. I 
mean, it doesn’t matter whether 
or not you believe the actual details 


of the Virgin Birth so long as you 
believe that God was made man. 

I have been through periods of 
self-doubt when I have met with 
other people’s problems and 
haven’t been able to find a way 
through, and I have then 
wondered why, and whether it’s 
because I’m not close enough to 
God to enable me to give the right 
advice. 

I think the most burdensome 
part of episcopacy has been that. 
I suppose that, initially, I felt that 
because of the grace of consecra- 
tion I ought to be able to send them 
out of the room with all their 
worries eased; but it wasn’t so, 
and I am worrying now seven 
years later about problems that I 
dealt with in my first year as a 
bishop. 

When I was first ordained Eric 
Abbot, the Dean of King’s Cpllege 
insisted that we all had a rule of 
life — and part of that rule was 
saying the Daily Office. If I’m at 
breaking point when the time 
comes for Evensong or 'Mattins, 
somehow it’s eased because I know 
it’s shared. I know it would be 
faithless for me to go on being such 


a wimp, because He is saying “I’ve 
got it in hand.” 

I can sink into Mattins or Even- 
song. Many young people would 
say “How boring” and this is 
where the rule of life comes in, 
because I was told I would find it 
boring. 

When I went to Durham I was 
already married, and we lived 
with the Ramseys (Archbishop of 
Canterbury , 1961-1974). He was 
then Canon Ramsey and Professor 
of Theology, and I used to talk to 
him about my difficulties including 
the repetitiveness of the Daily Of- 
fice. He used to nod his head and 
his eyebrows would go up and 
down, and he explained to me: 
“Really, does everything have to 
be exciting?” Now I can go to 
Durham Cathedral or any other 
cathedral and be excited by the 
Daily Office, but go to a church 
where people are dancing all 
around me and go to sleep. 

I get a little fed up with this 
business about the Bishop of 
Reading being a great after-dinner 
speaker. 

In Yorkshire I had to go to the 
Queen’s Hotel three times a week 
for a dinner, because no self- 
respecting organisation would 
dream of sitting down without the 
Vicar of Leeds. I had never done 
any after dinner speaking before 
and the main speaker at my first 
dinner was the sales director of 
Leyland, who spoke for nearly an 
hour about the Morris Marina. I 
felt so guilty because I had just 


rnoto oy Frank Blackwell. 

bought a new car and it wasn’t a 
Morris. 

However, honesty is the best 
policy, so I got up and told them 
that as a clergyman I had said my 
prayers about my new car and I 
heard a voice saying: “Jesus wants 
you for a Sunbeam”. That joke, 
which wasn’t a joke, started it. I 
don’t like people saying: “He’s a 
funny after-dinner speaker”. He 
isn’t. He is a clergyman, not a per- 
former, who sees speaking after 
dinners as part of his ministry. 
There is a ministry of dining. 

I’m looking forward to my 
retirement. I might write a book 
about education. 

I want time to think about the 
Church. I want the Church to 
rediscover itself, and its faith, and 
its nerve, and say: “This is true, 
my dears, come and embrace it. 
If you can’t, we are not changing 
it, because it’s been true for 
thousands of years.” 

I am not dazzled by ec- 
clesiastical things. Truth 
means an awful lot to me. 
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The Right Rev Graham Foley was 
ordained in 1950 and spent the first 
32 years of his ministry in the north. 
In 1960 he was appointed Director 
of Religious Education in the 
Diocese of Durham and in 1971 
became Vicar of Leeds. He has been 
Bishop of Reading since 1982. At the 
end of June he and his wife are retir- 
ing to Yorkshire. 


Interview by Jane Bugg. 


Geoffrey Harding 

Silversmith and Goldsmith 

Handwrought Wares for every occasion 
Original Designs 

Special Commissions undertaken 

STEVENTON, OXON. 
TELEPHONE: ABINGDON 831371 


HOME 

MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES 

IF IT'S HOME IMPROVEMENTS YOU 
REQUIRE WHY NOT CONSIDER GIVING 
US A CALL. WE CAN OFFER A 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF 
SPECIALIST SERVICES AND AT 
UNBEATABLE PRICES. 

★ TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS 

★ SINGLE POINT LIABILITY 

★ FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE 

★ HOME IMPROVEMENT 
LOANS AVAILABLE 

★ FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE 

62 CHURCH STREET 
WHEATLEY 
OXON 

Tel: Wheatley 2121 


DATTITD C GRASS 
rv 1 1 Llia MACHINERY 

LAWNM0WERS: PROFESSIONAL & DOMESTIC REPAIRS 
* SERVICE * PARTS ★ REPLACEMENT ENGINES * 

★ Webb ★ Suffolk ★ Atco ★ Qualcast ★ Flymo ★ Kubota 

★ Hayter ★ Mountfield - Agents 

★ HIRE: Garden Shredder, Lawnmower, Scarifier, Chain Saw, Rotovator ★ 

★ Collection and Delivery Service ★ 

TELEPHONE WHEATLEY (08677) 4082 

64 London Road, Wheatley, Oxford 


STUARTS MOBILE 

All mechanical work undertaken. 
Clutches, servicing, engines, gearboxes, etc. 
No job'too big or too small. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Contact any time (0860) 644208 
or (0869) 242009 (evenings) 


PETER KEYS VESTMENTS 

Valencia House, 14 Villa Lane, 

Stanwick, Northants NN9 6QQ 

Designed and made to order Ordination Stoles, Hand and 
Machine Embroidered Vestments. CASSOCKS, CASSOCK 
ALBS, COTTAS, SURPLICES, RESTORATION of FRONTALS. 
BANNERS & VESTMENTS. REPAIRS/ALTERATIONS to 
CASSOCKS, etc. 

Reception workshop open Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm. 

Please telephone 0933 622556/622248 
to ensure an appointment. 

SAE for price list 
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Family occasion 


Bishops, priests and deacons from the Oxford Diocese took 
part in a Eucharist at Christ Church Cathedral on Maundy 
Thursday watched by their families and friends. The act of 
worship, which is an annual event, includes the Blessing of 
Oils and the renewal of ordination promises. 


Enstone’s record dash 

THE sum of £163,000 is a huge amount of money for any church 
to raise especially in a small village. Yet St Kenelm’s Church in 


Enstone managed to do it in only 
fessional fundraiser. 


IN BRIEF 


“IS liberalism enough?” was the ti- 
tle of a talk given by Revd Professor 
Rowan Williams when he spoke to 
a meeting sponsored by the Oxford 
Diocesan Branch of the Open Synod 
Group on April 1 1 . He defined the 
liberal principle as having to do with 
being of a noble and generous spirit 
not bigoted or fanatical. Liberals, he 
concluded, must be self-critical 
while being certain of the value of 
the liberal position for themselves 
and for the Church as a whole. 

□ □□ 

“GOD in the workplace” is the 
name of a series of four mid-day lec- 
tures to be held in Milton Keynes in 
June. They have been arranged by 
Sister Maureen Farrell, the City 
Centre Chaplain and should be of 
special interest to managers, trainers 
and personnel officers. 

□ □□ 

THE Oxford* Diocesan Cricket Club 
has a fixture list of a dozen matches, 
some of which are in the Church 
Times competition and others are 
“friendlies”. The Club welcomes 
new members. 

Only clerics may play in Cup mat- 
ches but the laity may play in 
friendlies. Interested recruits should 
contact the captain, John Samways, 
ai 60 Abingdon Road, Oxford (Ox- 
ford 243434). 

You might be just in time to be 
selected against Christ Church War- 
rigals on May 8; certainly, for Nets 
on May 22 at Brasenose College. 

□ □□ 

ON Red Nose Day, Diocesan 
Church House looked like a pan- 
tomime set. Dwarves answered the 
phones, a wicked looking witch 
wandered down a corridor, and in 
the process the staff raised £250 and 
had lots of fun too. 


five weeks with the help of a pro r 

Enstone in West Oxfordshire has 
a population of just 1 ,000 people in- 
cluding children and an electoral roll 
of 100. Such enthusiasm ‘was 
generated by the fundraising cam- 
paign, however, that one in every 
four households signed a covenant. 

The church is one of the largest 
in the area and £250,000 was the 
sum needed to keep it open. Most 
of the money it has raised so far is 
spread over a seven year period. It 
is hoped that the rest of the money 
will be forthcoming from English 
Heritage and other sources. 

Parish support 

JUST three days before the tragic 
Salisbury Diocese vicarage fire, an 
Abingdon clergyman the Rev David 
Manship and his wife, fled for their 
lives in the small hours when fire 
swept through St Helen’s Church 
Centre which immediately adjoins 
their home. Two young men have 
been charged with arson. 

Though severely shaken, David 
and Charmian Manship have been 
deeply touched by the help and sup- 
port of their neighbours and friends. 

A churchwarden offered them 
hospitality until the smell of smoke 
began to subside. All the other 
Abingdon churches have offered free 
accommodation to St Helen’s 
Centre’s organisations, and after 
Easter, parishioners sent the Man- 
ship family off on a surprise holiday 
in Holland to recover from the 
experience. 

Riding high 

A RECORD sum of £50,000 was 
raised for Oxfordshire’s historic 
churches by last years ’s sponsored 
Bicycle Ride on September 10. 

The Ride, which is organised by 
the Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust attracted an entry of well over 
a thousand cyclists and walkers of 
all ages. In all 471 churches and 
chapels of all denominations took 
part. 

This year’s Sponsored Bicycle 
Ride will be held on September 9. 
The organisers hope that many 
newcomers as well as all those who 
contributed to its success last year 
will take to the saddle. 


SEMINAR REPORT: 

Inside Knowledge 

by Jim Payne 


REPRESENTATIVES from all 
over the Diocese met recently in 
the gymnasium of Grendon 
Prison, near Aylesbury, for a 
seminar on Penance in the 
Penitentiary. The audience in- 
cluded not only visitors but also 
“inmates”. 

The Bishop of Oxford was in the 
chair, and the speakers were the 
Lady Margaret Professor of Divini- 
ty, the Rev Dr Rowan Williams, and 
Baroness Seear, sociologist, teacher 


Award for 


recycling 

A COMMUNITY Recycling 
Business in Milton Keynes 
directed by a clergyman has won 
a special award in the 1989 
Commerce magazine “Com- 
pany of the Year” awards, 
despite the fact that it is run on 
a shoestring budget. 

It is also the southern area winner 
of the Wimpy Environmental 
Awards 1989, and with four other 
regional winners has gone forward 
into the final which will be judged 
this month. 

The company is the Community 
Recycling Opportunities Programme 
(CROP) which was founded in 1983 
as a project arising out of the Milton 
Keynes Christian Foundation. It has 
four aims — to promote recycling; 
to create employment; to generate 
community fund-raising and to pro- 
mote environmental education. 

Its Director is the Rev Robert 
Brown, who is a Baptist and the Sec- 
tor Minister for Industry in the 
Ecumenical Sector Ministry Team of 
the Milton Keynes Christian 
Council. 

The criteria for the “Company of 
the Year” awards were growth, 
enterprise, employment, innovation 
and quality assurance. Making the 
presentations at a dinner in the 
Woburn Abbey Sculpture Room on 
March 21, Martin Spark of Com- 
merce magazine said: “One par- 
ticular company is run almost on a 
shoestring budget, but the sense of 
pride in its achievement is evident 
through every one of its 
employees,” and identified CROP 
as the winner of the new special 
award. 


and parliamentarian. • 

Both speakers emphasised “com- 
munity” rather than “penance”, and 
Lady Seear said that if the object was 
to teach offenders how to live in the 
community, a situation of exclusion 
and confinement did not seem the 
right place to begin. 

The speakers were asked whether 
it was realistic to talk about living 
in the community when some peo- 
ple seemed concerned only with get- 
ting all they could for themselves. 

“We reach true fulfilment of 
ourselves as individuals when we 
learn to live in community,” said Dr 
Williams. Baroness Seear gave ex- 
amples of groups of people who had 
found community, such as 
coalminers, whose lives before 
mechanisation had depended upon 


Aid and 


by John Madeley 


“THE Church Urban Fund is a 
drop in the ocean, a small under- 
taking but a symbolic pledge of 
our commitment to share 
resources together,” the Rt Rev 
David Jenkins, Bishop of 
Durham, told a meeting attend- 
ed by nearly 400 people in 
Bracknell. 

The Bishop was invited to the 
Diocese in view of the link between 
Oxford and Sunderland, which is 
part of the Diocese of Durham. 

“If we are faithful to the CUF in- 
itiative,” he went on, “we will build 
up the learning process — and I 
believe that God will take us further 
than we know.” 

In a moving address he said that 
in a deprived area “we are dealing 
with a number of factors that ac- 
cumulate. People in these areas 
should be seen as resources, not 
problems.” 

Nine out of ten school leavers in 
inner city areas would not get a job, 
he said, and thousands, verging on 
millions, of people were being writ- 
ten off and told that nobody wants 
them. “This is what the CUF has to 
do with the mission of the church,” 
he believed. 

The Bishop expressed concern 
about the effects the poll tax would 
have on already poor communities. 
“The tax just does not take real peo- 


working in cooperation with each 
other. 

Bishop Richard had spent a day 
in the prison as a visitor, and 
described a wing where residents 
were able to share in decision- 
making, discussing the allocation of 
responsibilities, and who could be 
sent shopping or on a home visit. 

The high walls and securely- 
locked doors show that Grendon is 
not intended to be an open prison. 
Nevertheless thanks to a wise gover- 
nor and a warm-hearted and 
energetic Chaplain, Frank James, 
the spirit of community is being nur- 
tured there. 

The chaplain had a request to 
make on behalf of a church in 
prison. He said that although it func- 
tioned like a parish it did not have 
the same privileges as a parish. 
Could they not also send their 
representatives to our synods? 


beyond 

pie into account,” he said. He spoke 
of one household he knew in 
Sunderland of ten adults — “we can- 
not trust assurances that people like 
this will be exempt.” 

He believed there was hope in the 
co-operative and community ven- 
tures that people are forming and 
“working in a very determined way 
to make successful.” 


Boost for RE 

A NATIONWIDE ecumenical pro- 
gramme of secondary religious 
education teaching will be launch- 
ed in the autumn by Culham Col- 
lege, Institute near Abingdon as a 
result of a £320,000 grant from the 
Jerusalem Trust, one of the 
Sainsbury family trust. 

The award, which is the largest 
ever of its kind, will be spread over 
three years and has been made in 
response to the challenge laid down 
by the new Education Act to 
revitalise the teaching of Christianity 
within the religious education cur- 
riculum. The Institute was founded 
ten years ago to investigate Church 
involvement in education with par- 
ticular reference to the State system. 

The programme will be managed 
by a team led by the Rev Dr John 
Gay, Director of the Institute, Mrs 
Diana Lazenby, Development Of- 
ficer of EXCHANGE and Mrs 
Rosemary Peacocke, a former HMI 
who is chairman of the Diocese of 
Oxford Council of Education. 


Making the 
most of 
the Media 

CHRISTIANS could do more to 
influence the content of televi- 
sion, radio and newspapers if 
they knew more about the media 
and how it works. That will be 
the theme of a day conference 
called “Media Mad” at Drayton 
near Abingdon on May 1 1 . 

The conference, which is or- 
ganised by the Diocese of Oxford 
Mother’s Union, aims to stimulate 
interest in all media matters and to 
heighten awareness of their influence 
upon society as a whole and and 
especially upon family life. 

It is part of a nationwide Mothers’ 
Union Media Awareness Project 
sponsored by the Jerusalem Trust, 
and supported by an ecumencial Ad- 
visory Group. MU were selected 
from a number of possible Christian 
“host” organisations because of its 
established Media Department and 
its network of local organisations. 

Through the project it is hoped 
that Christians will become better in- 
formed about the media, so that they 
can more easily evaluate the contents 
of television, radio and newspapers 
and so make a more positive con- 
tribution towards influencing them. 

A useful leaflet giving names, ad- 
dresses and telephone numbers of 
BBC television centres, ITV com- 
panies and the Press Council, if you 
want to praise or complain about a 
programme or article, is available 
from the Mother’s Union Head- 
quarters, The Mary Sumner House, 
24 Tufton Street, London, SW1P 
3RB. 

Resourceful 

Christians 

THE fifth Christian Resources 
Exhibition will be held at Sandown 
Exhibition Centre, Esher, from May 
17-20. It will be opened by General 
Eva Burrows, world leader of the 
Salvation Army and will include 
over 3,250 stands, a programme of 
60 talks, a live service and a final 
ecumenical service of celebration 
and thanksgiving. 

The exhibition organisers, 
Gospatric and Diana Home are a 
husband and wife team from Princes 
Risborough, Buckinghamshire. Six 
years ago they saw the need for ar. 
exhibition which would bring Chris- 
tians to one place where they could 
meet the people whose resources 
support them in a great variety of 
ways. Further information from the 
Homes on 084 44 2894. 



PILGRIMS 


Daring to love ourselves 


BECOMING fully who we are, which 
is to grow into the likeness of Christ, is 
the work of a lifetime, the work of grace 
whether or not we acknowledge it as 
such. 

Self-awareness is not to be confused with 
self-centredness or self-absorption. Self- 
awareness leads to authenticity and spiritual 
freedom. Until we know and accept ourselves 
we are not able to respond openly and 
trustfully to others. We get in the way. We 
put our own concerns and fears between 
ourselves and the other person, unable to see 
clearly who they are or to respond to their 
uniqueness. 

We can only put ourselves on one side, 
however, when we have fully accepted our 
indwelling shadow and come to accept it as 
an essential part of our being. The tendency 
is to see our shadow side as all bad but this 
is by no means so; on the contrary , when pro- 
perly integrated it can be the dynamic of our 
creativity. 

Facing our own weakness and frailty, our 
impulses and motivations, our repetitive pat- 


by Josephine Schneider 


terns of behaviour, without knowing where 
they come from, is undeniably painful. It is 
natural to shrink from our own nothingness. 
It is kind of dying, but it is an essential part 
of the journey which leads to freedom and 
wholeness — and we should never despair 
over our failures and setbacks. 

We are as clay in the hands of the Potter 
who shapes and reshapes us continually, 
according to His purpose. So let us be gentle 
with ourselves, not judging or condemning 
but accepting that it is within our fraility that 
He chooses to be. He wants us to be whole 
and free, and His love can bring this about 
if only we will allow it and co-operate with 
Him. 

Only when we become aware of the 
mystery and complexity of our own being are 
we able to recognise these elements in others 
and to understand is to forgive. When we 
continue to barrel along unheeding, propelled 
by our own certainties and prejudices, far 


from enabling others to be authentic, we will 
drive them to seek refuge behind protective 
barriers. 

What may be true for us may not be true 
for them because they are standing in a dif- 
ferent place. By insisting, we may bruise their 
sensibilities and fuel their anxiety and uncer- 
tainty, little recognising that our own stri- 
dency stems from insecurity and fear. 

Fear of what? What can others possibly do 
to us that we don’t already do to ourselves 
in other guises? Do we dare to love ourselves? 
Love is immensely risky but we have to learn 
to live riskily — to risk being vulnerable, re- 
jected, foolish — and it hurts. 

So why bother? Because relationships are 
above everything the most important factor 
in our lives. We are shaped by them. It is 
because of our relationships, or lack of them, 
that we are to a great extent what we are. 

We need one another to become whole and 
free. Moreover. Jesus gave us a new com- 
mandment: to love as He loves us. 
(Josephine Schneider is a counsellor and 
is training in Ignatian spirituality). 


Funeral Directors 
H. G. Grimstead Ltd. 

Established 1927 



Amersham 
(0494) 726130 

Eastcote 
01-866 0688 


Gerrards Cross 
(0753) 882644 


DAY, NIGHT AND SUNDAY 
ATTENDANCE 

Beaconsfield 
(0494) 672668 

TILBURY HOUSE 
SHEPHERDS LANE 
BEACONSFIELD 
BUCKS 


Harefield 
0895 822297 


Ruislip 
(0895) 632553 

West Drayton 
(0895) 442032 


EWELME 

EXHIBITION 

ENDOWMENT 

Scholarships 

For children at fee paying schools. 

For details send sae to: 

THE CLERK TO THE GOVERNORS 
126 HIGH STREET, OXFORD 


$tj t flmtgti 

Pyrton, Nr. Watlington, Oxon 



Restaurant Open 

Bar meals being served seven lunch-times and also Tuesday to Saturday 
nights. Traditional Sunday lunches. 

For Bookings: Telephone: (049161) 2003 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

CLERK 

Chairman of small, specialis- 
ed Christian Charity ( and 
Trustee of several others) 
needs long-term, occasional, 
reliable help with filing and 
confidential paper-work. All 
expenses paid; modest 
stipend if essential. West 
Oxfordshire. 

Please write: 

Box 001 THE DOOR, 
Journal House, 

33 Witney Road, 
Eynsham, Oxon. 


HOLIDAY COTTAGE TO LET 

Modern well-equipped cottage in 
Easton, Somerset. 3 miles Wells. 5 
miles Cheddar. Sleeps 6 + cot. 
CH. Garage parking. Col TV. Gas & 
electricity included. Regret no 
smokers or pets. From £100- £130 
per week. 

Further details tel: 02407 2097 


H. A. HONOUR 

PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing , Roofing , 
Glazing, Painting. 

All aspects of work 
carried out. 

Telephone 

BICESTER 248860 

24 HOURS 


"The Parables" Dower Festival 

at 

St Michael & All Angels Church, Lambourn 

Preview evening, June 30, 7-9pm. Tickets at door, £2.50 
(to include a glass of wine). 

July 1 and 2, 10am-6pm. Admission £1. Refreshments available. 

Enquiries: 0488 71396 

Proceeds to Church Restoration Appeal 



Specialists in the manufacture and repair of stained glass 
windows and leaded lights. 

Sandblasting and other glass decoration techniques. 

Telephone: PENN (0494) 813220 



WORD PROCESSING 
VDU OPERATING 

AND 

PR0GRAMMIN6 COURSES 


Absolute beginners welcome 

(0628) 24729 
Jane Coates Associates Ltd 
MAIDENHEAD 



LAVENDER HOUSE 

Residential Home 

VACANCY HAS OCCURRED FOR A 
DOUBLE OR SINGLE ROOM 

All patients carefully looked after. 

Tender loving care. 

★ Chair lift ★ 

★ Fully centrally heated ★ 

Phone: 

Norma Hirons on: 

BANBURY 50497 
69 Dover Avenue, Banbury, Oxon 



VOUSTONF. 


YOUR DESIGNS MADE INTO REALITY 

Reconstructed ornamental stonework. 

Balustrading, Sills. 

Statues and Urns etc. 

Full brochure available. Contact: 

Little Coldharbour Farm, Tong Lane, Lamberhurst, 
Nr Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 8AD. 
Telephone: Lamberhurst (0892) 890492 
Fax: (0892) 890492 


City Church of St Michael at 
The North Gate, Oxford 

Applications are invited for the post of 

VERGER 

Duties include security of the Church and Church Centre, 
including locking and unlocking; general supervision of the 
Church and its furnishings; 

Liturgical responsibilities; caretaker etc. 

Salary and hours by arrangement; accommodation may be 
available later. 

Apply in writing, with age and details of experience to the 

Church Administrator, St Michael’s 
Church Centre, Cornmarket, Oxford 0X1 3EY 
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Heavenly choirs in Oxford 



On the final day of the recent RSCM 
Choir training course at Magdalen Col- 
lege School, Oxford, Steven Russell, 


house captain of Didcot St Peter, is pic- 
tured leading his group of choristers. 
Photographer: The Rev Edwin Clement. 




Winter 
of new 


content 

LAST year, the Lambeth Con- 
ference took up the call of the 
Patriach of the West for a 
Decade of Evangelism, and who 
better to spearhead evangalism 
in our Diocese than a former 
head of Religious Broadcasting? 
The Rev David Winter has 
been with the BBC since 1971, 
but in July he will exchange his 
microphone for a new way of 
life when he becomes the Bishop 
of Oxford’s Officer for 
Evangelism. He will also be 
priest-in-charge of Ducklington. 

KIDLINGTON team rector the Rev 
Graham Smith also starts a new ap- 
pointment in July, when he takes 
over from the Rev Colin Bennetts 
as Rural Dean of Oxford. Colin Ben- 
netts is unlikely to have time on his 
hands, however. He is Vicar of St 
Andrew’s Church, North Oxford, 
which has recently completed a week 
of celebration for the opening of a 
church extension incorporating a 
new parish office and Sunday School 
rooms. 


ST MARY’S, Aylesbury, completed 
their extension ten years ago and the 
St Mary’s Festival of art, music and 
fun which runs until June 11 
celebrates the unusual step the parish 
took in 1979 when they decided to 
share their building with the com- 
munity. “St Mary’s Weekday’’ now 
includes a popular coffee shop, tod- 
dler and youth group, play schemes 
and keep fit sessions. 


A CELEBRATION of a different 
sort is being held in Langley in 
Buckinghamshire, where Paul Nash 
the distinguished painter is buried. 
It is a century since his birth and 
there will be an exhibition of his life 
and work at Slough Museum until 
the end of May, and two public lec- 
tures at 10am and 2pm on May 12 
at the Mountbatten Hall, Langley. 
A commemorative booklet is also 
available for 40p. 


THE PCC of St Denys Church, 
Stanford Dingley, have paid their 
former vicar, the Rev William Girl- 
ing, the compliment of publishing 
some of his sermons in gratitude for 
his ministry “in the hope that visitors 
to the church might experience some 
of the satisfaction that we have 
had’’. 


ANOTHER priest who is greatly 
missed is the Rev Canon Anthony 
Boult who recently retired from St 
Giles, Reading, after 20 years as 
Rector. A distinguished Anglo- 
Catholic, Canon Boult was born in 
Oxford and spent just two years of 
his life away from the Diocese — at 
Mirfield — before returning to serve 
it faithfully for over 40 years. He 
was also well known for his 
youthful looks and it is said he was 
frequently mistaken for his curate! 


A NEW and excellent book about 
Oxfordshire Churches has just been 


published. It’s A Guide to the Chur- 
ches of Oxfordshire (Robert Dugdale 
in association with Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust, £6.95) by 
Jennifer Sherwood who wrote the 
rural section of Pevsner’s Oxford- 
shire guide. Photographs and draw- 
ings are by the distinguished artist 
John Piper. Some 500 churches of 
all denominations from medieval to 
modern are included, and thanks to 
pre-publication donations every 
penny of the sales will go towards 
the preservation of Oxfordshire’s 
churches. 

One of the churches discussed in the 
guide is St Margaret’s, Binsey, once 
well known as a place of pilgrimage 
because of its connections with St 
Frideswide. Much of the story of 
her life has hitherto been based upon 
legend, but with the publication of 
a new illustrated booklet Oxford’s 
patron saint is given new credibility. 
St Frideswide Patron of Oxford 
(Perpetua Press, £3.95) by John 
Blair, Fellow of The Queen’s Col- 
lege, Oxford, is the first translation 
into English of the earliest Latin ac- 
counts of her life. 


THE present Bishop of Reading is 
retiring in June, and one of his 
predecessors had good cause to 
remember the churchwarden at St 
Mary Magdalene’s Church. Crow- 
marsh Gifford. She is Mrs Betty 
Hasthorpe who has just resigned 
after 26 years of service. In 1977, 
in true Anglican tradition, she fought 
the Bishop’s decision to close St 
Mary’s and won. The result is a resi- 
dent priest, a restored church and a 
flourishing congregation. 


ANOTHER woman in the news is 
Rosemary Peirce who was commis- 
sioned as Diocesan President of the 
Mother’s Union at a festival 
Eucharist at Christ Church Cathedral 
on April 13. Mrs Peirce is well 
qualified for the job. The Mother’s 
Union is a world fellowship of 
Christians who are concerned about 
social conditions, especially where 
they touch family life. The move- 
ment was founded by a vicar’s wife 
and Mrs Peirce is herself the wife 
of Canon Martin Peirce, the 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands. 
She is also a former nurse, a mother 


of two boys and has trained as a lay 
person counsellor. 

CHURCH disunity often hits the 
headlines, yet at grass roots level 
huge ecumenical strides often go un- 
noticed. Ten years ago it would have 
seemed unthinkable that Roman 
Catholic and Anglican nuns should 
live under the same roof. Since last 
December, however, the Society of 
All Saints in Cowley have given 
hospitality to four Catholic Vocation 
Sisters awaiting the completion of 
building work on their new training 
centre in Rose Hill due to be com- 
pleted in June. Said Sister Helen of 
the Society of All Saints: “It has 
been a very happy and enriching ex- 
perience on both sides.” 

A PERMANENT ecumenical 
women’s community is being 
founded in September in a former 
Roman Catholic convent at Norham 
Gardens, Oxford, when three Catho- 
lic sisters will be joined by three 
lay women. Other Christian women 
over 25 who are interested in join- 
ing them should telephone 0865 
54885. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


Our hands to the pump? 

by John Madeley 


THE water pump was being repaired the day I 
arrived in the tiny village of Djiguiyara, in Mali, 
West Africa. The villagers looked relieved — the 
pump was their only local source of water. 

“How long has the pump been out of action,” I en- 
quired. “About three weeks,” said the village head- 
man. “A long time, but we didn’t have the money to 
repair it.” 

“How much is the repair costing then,” I asked. He 
replied: “3,000 CFA Francs.” That is about £6. 

For three weeks the 190 people of Djiguiyara, which 
numbers among the very poorest village in Mali, had 
no water because they could not afford the £6 needed 
for the repair. Instead, they had been forced to walk 
some ten miles to the nearest village with a water 
source. 

Six pounds might not even buy a round of drinks in 
Britain. To us it is a small sum. To those 190 villagers 
it is a considerable amount. 

When the Christian Aid envelope comes through your 
door in May, the amount you put in may be small to 
you (although not too small I hope!). But for people 
who live in millions of Third World communities, a 
sum that is small to us can make a significant difference. 

I visited Djiguiyara in March 1985, when Africa was 
in the grip of famine — to write about a project run 
by the government and aid agencies, such as the World 
Bank, that seemed full of hope. It was a project to help 
small low-income farmers grow more food. It gave 
them low-interest loans to buy tools and fertilisers and 
so get more out of their land. 

Some villagers were benefiting — but there was a 


snag. The poorer villagers, like Djiguiyara, were ef- 
fectively excluded because they were too poor. They 
were too poor to have any collateral, any guarantee they 
could pay back the loan. A project to help the poor could 
not be flexible enough to help those who were really 
poor. 

Food stocks in Djiguiyara were desperately low when 
I was there that March, and the next harvest was not 
due until September. What worried the villagers was 
that they did not have enough money to buy seed for 
the planting season, in June. Without seed they face 
the prospect of no harvest and of slow death by star- 
vation. 

A church in a nearby town heard of the plight of 
Djiguiyara, and villages like it, and moved quickly to 
show the love of God in action — to help the people 
who others had overlooked. 

With the help of funds from the French equivalent 
of Christian Aid (CIMADE) it bought the seed that the 
poorer villages needed and was arranging for its 
distribution in the planting season. It was helping to 
put right the wrong that the people of those villagers 
were enduring. It was a work of love that could make 
all the difference between people having enough food 
or starving. 

“Righting Wrongs” is the theme of this year’s Chris- 
tian Aid week, from May 15 to 20. The challenge of 
“right wrongs” is not far from one of the central ques- 
tions that the Old Testament prophets posed — “how 
do you treat the poor?” 


David 

Pollard 

has the BEST 
computer deals 

Folly Bridge Workshops 
(Former Middle School) 
Thames Street, Oxford 
Tel: (0865) 727203 



CLEAN HOMES & CARPETS 

TOO BUSY FOR 
HOUSEWORK? 
LET US DO IT . . . 

Weekly, fortnightly or 
just once 

READING 502863 
OXFORD 728933 
MAIDENHEAD 
34608 




ANTIQUES 

PURCHASED 

Cross Antiques wish to purchase 
Antiques of all types. We pay top 
prices and can normally equal or better 
Auction estimates without the risk or 
deduction of commission (most auc- 
tions take up to 25% of the price paid 
in commissions and VAT). 

We are interested in single items or 
will undertake completed house 
clearances. 

Cross Antiques 

37 HIGH STREET 
WATLINGTON, OXON 
TEL: (049161) 2324 
(ANY TIME) 


US’ 

S ^Antiques 


Telephone: 

Beaconsfield 
(0494 67) 4473 
David J. Barker 

Wycombe End 
Beaconsfield, 
Bucks. 



Holloway’s [j] 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND FINE 1— J 
ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 


A Professional Service from complete or part contents to a 
single item — Sell it by Auction — Free Pre Sale Advice 


49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY, 
OXON OX16 8PF TEL: (0295) 53197 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway, Thatcham 
Tel: 68444 (24 hours) 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 

Tel: 6305 (24 hours) 


PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
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The homeless on our doorstep 



For those who have 
missed life’s bus . . . 


HIGH WYCOMBE looks prosperous enough 
to the outsider. London is only 30 miles away 
down the motorway, businesses are booming 
and house prices have escalated so rapidly over 
the past two years that even a former council 
house can now change hands for £100,000 or 
more. It isn’t the sort of place you would ex- 
pect to find much homelessness. 

Yet the problem is a serious one, and getting 
worse. There are people living in hostels, in bed and 
breakfasts, in squats, in their parents’ dining rooms 
and even in the streets. Prohibitive commuter belt 
prices, the sale of council houses, rising mortgage 
interest rates, and the policy of decanting the old, 
the disabled and the mentally ill into the communi- 
ty mean that the future for the poor and homeless 
of High Wycombe is bleak and getting bleaker. 

Dove Word Ministries is a Christian group who 
for two years have been struggling to meet the needs 
of the destitute and homeless in this relatively pros- 
perous area. Their work was started in an old bus 
parked in Dovecot Road car park in High Wycombe. 
Funds were then raised for a second bus. People 
sleeping rough on the streets or even in such places 
as the graveyard are welcomed, fed, clothed and 
given blankets in the cheerful atmosphere of the old 
buses. 

The ministry of the buses was started by Mrs Kim 
Gibson who is director of Dove Word Ministries and 
who daily provides hot drinks for up to 100 people. 
She has gained the support of the Health Authority, 
the Police, the Social Services, the Bucks Council 
for Alcohol and Drugs Abuse and the local Churches, 
all of whom serve on the management committee. 

Her vision began to turn in to a reality w hen the 
first bus was donated and then equipped by local 
traders and supermarkets. The local churches pro- 
vide the manpower to keep the buses open seven days 


a week, and around 80 people are involved in this. 

While Kim mans the buses the Reverend Paul 
Nicolson, Vicar of Turville near Henley and chair- 
man of the Dove Word management committee has 
kept up the fight to raise the money to keep them 
going. Now, however, Wycombe District Council has 
given Dove Word planning permission for the buses 
to be replaced by a permanent day centre for the 
rootless, homeless and destitute winch will also in- 
clude counselling rooms. 

A London charity has provided a grant of 
£100,000, and the Diocese and Guinness Trust have 
both lent Dove Word £75,000 for three years to pur- 
chase a disused shop in Frogmoor Road for 
£250,000. An appeal has also been launched for 
£200,000 to pay off the debts and the cost of the con- 
version. 

The Guinness Trust has also bought a house which 
it will lease to Dove Word and which will be used 
for temporary accommodation for young men who 
have been “dried out’’ of alcohol or drugs and who 
might otherwise return to squats or the streets. The 
object of this project is to provide a stepping stone 
to rehabilitation through an invitation to stay in the 
security of the home of a Christian family until the 
person can live independently. Four families in the 
area are already willing to accommodate people who 
will accept such help. 

“It’s not our job to lay blame for any one’s condi- 
tion, only to help them out of it,” said Paul Nicolson. 
Help for those who might otherwise be “lost” to 
society often begins with a warm smile and a cup 
of tea but the long-term aim is to restore to normality 
any desparately-needy person who will accept the 
lifeline offered through a caring Christian ministry. 

Further details about the work of Dove Word 
Ministries is available from the Rev Paul Nicolson, 
Turville Vicarage, Henlev, RG9 6QU. Telephone: 
049 163 240. ' — 


THE rapidly rising number of 
homeless people represents a 
local as well as a national crisis 
which is even worse than it 
looks. 

In 1975 the number of households 
accepted as homeless by District 
Councils was 37,000. In 1978 it was 
53,000. By the end of 1988, 
however, the number had risen to 
1 16,000 — and this is known to be 
an understatement, because some 
councils failed to complete or return 
their records to the Department of 
the Environment. Many more 
households apply, for homelessness 
status but are refused. Nor do the 
figures include the single homeless, 
because no authority has any legal 
duty to house them. 

The number of households ac- 
cepted as homeless in the three coun- 
ties which make up the Diocese of 
Oxford was 2,595 by 1987. This too 
is an underestimate, because no 
record was returned for Reading, 
and other major population centres 
such as Slough and Milton Keynes 
returned incomplete figures. 

Political 

A political position can be derived 
from the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights of the United 
Nations, adopted on December 10, 
1948, because it echoes the manner 
in which the Christian Faith ought 
to be put into practice in any society. 

Article 25 reads: 1. Everyone has 
the right to a standard of living ade- 
quate for the health and well-being 
of himself and of his family, in- 
cluding food, clothing, housing and 
medical care and necessary social 
services, and the right to security in 
the event of unemployment , sickness, 
disability, widowhood, old age or 
other lack of livelihood in cir- 
cumstances beyond his control. 

2. Motherhood and childhood are 
entitled to a special care and 
assistance. All children, whether 
bom in or out of wedlock, shall en- 
joy the same social protection. 

Everyone has a right to a home of 
reasonable quality. The moral duty 
of national and local government is 
to enable people to exercise that 
right. The growing number of 
homeless people in England is a 
scandal measured against the 
touchstones of both the Human 
Rights Declaration and the Christian 
Faith. Christianity demands that the 
hungry are fed, the thirsty are given 
drink, the homeless housed, the poor 
clothed, the sick supported, and the 
prisoners visited. Matthew 25 v.31 
onwards, finds an echo in Article 25 
of the Declaration. 

No solutions 

The intention of the present Govern- 
ment’s economic policy is that 
wealth will “trickle down” the 
system to the poor, if the wealth 
creators are given their head and the 
final incentives. However, this has 
not proved to be the case, and since 
1979 those earning less than £10,000 
have gained on average £118 (£26 
for those under £5.000) each year 


VICTIMS: 

• A pregnant woman sleeping 
on the floor. 

• A two-year-old who spent his 
entire life in bed-and-breakfast. 

• A homeless family with debts 


by Paul Nicolson 


through tax changes, while people 
earning in excess of £50,000 pa have 
made an average tax saving of more 
than £5,000 (£21,309 for those over 
£70,000). 

A property-owning democracy is 
the Government’s aim. The statistics 
demonstrate that such a philosophy 
is not working. The figure of 
116,000 households accepted as 
homeless in 1988 is treble the 1975 
figure and the numbers are growing. 
Wealth is not “trickling down”. At 
one end of the scale more people 
own their own homes and are 
becoming wealthier while at the 


other end people are becoming 
poorer and more people have no 
homes at all. 

Christians believe that God, the 
generous Creator of the Universe, 
made mankind in his own image and 
intended us to participate in His 
creative activity on earth. Part of that 
creative activity is sharing the 
material and spiritual products of 
that participation with one another 
especially with the poor, the op- 
pressed and the powerless. 

Extract from Briefing Paper 2, 
Housing and Homelessness 
published by the Oxford Diocesan 
“Faith in the City” Group as a 
document for discussion. 


Can you help? 


Milton Keynes 


Cornerstones is a hostel for seven homeless young people over 16 
who stay from a few weeks to several months. Founded after an ap- 
proach to the Church of Christ the Cornerstone by visionary GP, Dr 
John Cobb. Each resident has an older person, usually a Church 
member, who seeks to become a friend and tries to help with deci- 
sions about the future. If you would like to know more or to help in 
any way contact Ian Wass, the house manager on 0908 678016. 


Oxford 


The Porch is a cosy cafe for the homeless, rootless or destitute in 
a converted schoolroom in the wall of All Saints’ Convent off the 
Cowley Road. Open 365 days a year between 10. 15am and 1 1 .30am 
and 6. 15pm and 8.30pm, it provides a free cup of tea and a sandwich 
plus a warm welcome. Coordinator of the ecumenical group of 
volunteers is Mrs Jeanne Lindley who is always pleased to receive 
offers of help, food or cash on 0865 248876. 

The Oxford Council of Churches Homeless Group is hoping to open 
a permanent drop-in centre following the success of a Christmas drop-in 
centre. The aim is to cover times when statutory agencies are closed. 
The main problem is finding premises, and anyone who can offer any 
near the centre of town should contact Victoria Mort, 0865 246342 
or Jeanne Bolam, 0865 723650. 

The Oxford Churches say there is a great need for friendly 
landlords/ladies to offer rooms to homeless people in a kind of fostering 
relationship with support from Probation and other services. Speakers 
are willing to talk to churches about the needs of the homeless. Con- 
tact Penny Basset 0865 815507. 


Slough 


Slough Soup Kitchen run on Sundays 2. 30-4. 30pm and Wednesdays 
5. 30-7. 30pm from St Mary’s Church, provides soup, sandwiches, 
clothes and a chance to wash/shave. Seven to 17 people attend each 
session. Contact Jeanette Morgan 0753 77993. 

House of the Open Door: a Christian Community who will occa- 
sionally provide a bed for the night if they have one. Contact 0753 
26490. 

Christian Concern: A joint working group of the Burnham Deanery 
Synod and Slough and District Christian Council who work in close 
cooperation with Slough Borough Council and administer two houses 
for about ten single parent families and let out three rooms in another 
house. Involvement of local Churches encouraged especially in “Adopt 
a room’’ scheme. Good second-hand furniture always needed. Con- 
tact Derek West 0753 26369 or call 11 Sussex Place (phone first). 


Reading 


Sphere Group: A drop-in centre for young mothers and children in 
temporary accommodation in the basement of Allen Hoikp 

t" E5T' ^'r^ ln b> i the . 

v Ut f , s f necaea from time to time but urgent need now for finan- 
cial help if Centre is to be kept open after the autumn. Details: The 
Co-ordinator, Denise Compton 0734 591604 or 589609. 


THE CROMWELL ROOM AT 

THE CREWE ARMS 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges, near Brackley 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR 

• WEDDINGS • PRIVATE PARTIES • MEETINGS 
• CONFERENCES 

We can cater for up to 80 people. Menus available on request. 

For bookings and information contact The Crewe Arms, 
Hinton-in-the-Hedges (off the Brackley-Oxford Rd), Nr 
Brackley. Tel: 0280 703314. 



Down in Kingham there’s a little firm which 
does nothing else but copy and restore old 
photographs . . . 

Sepiatone studio portraits, faded snaps from the old box 
Brownie, photographs in any condition can be copied, 
improved and reproduced to full archival standards of 
performance. 

Phone us for a price list, or better still call in — 
we’ll be glad to see you! 

PHOTOCARE 

THE LANGSTON PRIORY WORKSHOPS 
STATION ROAD, KINGHAM, OXON, 0X7 6UP 
Telephone (060871) 8184 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION 
SIZES WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL and UK 
STOCKISTS of NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 

Amber Wine, solely for Altar use. 

Price Lists and details on request from: 

•F. A. DUMONT LTD 
High Street, Lyminge 
Folkestone, Kent CT18 8EL. 
Tel: (0303) 863193 


FOR YOUR INDEPENDENCE at 
RICHENS MOBILITY CENTRE 


SEE ALL LEADING MAKES OF 

MANUAL and ELECTRIC 
WHEELCHAIRS and SCOOTERS 
FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 

Rehabilitation Equipment lor the Disabled and Elderly include Stairlifts 
After Sales Service and Modifications 


2 Windmill Road, Headington, Oxford 
Tel: OXFORD 697788 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford OX1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, 
etc. Candles, Communion Wine, Altar 
Breads, Church Stationery. 


CRANFORD HOUSE SCHOOL 


CLEANER 


REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 

at Country Day School with family atmosphere. 
Cottage available — possibly early retired couple. 
Good references essential with application to: 

The Heaadmistress 
CRANFORD HOUSE SCHOOL 
MOULSFORD, WALLINGFORD 0X10 9HT 
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^The Bishop 
of Oxford 


FOR THOSE IN NEED . . . 


WHEN an Anglican priest 
became a Roman Catholic 
in the 19th century there 
was a huge row. Families 
were torn apart and friend- 
ships were sundered for 
life. 

David Newsome’s classic and 
highly readable study of the 
Evangelical Wilberforces as 
some of the family “went 
over’’ is entitled The Parting of 
Friends. The resignation of 
Paul King to become a Roman 
Cathlic provides a remarkable 
contrast. 

Paul did not act in secrecy 
and bitterness. He and I had 
long talks and walks about it. 
Crispian Hollis, now RC 
Bishop of Portsmouth, kept in 
touch with me over the matter. 
This is a healthy sign of the 
closeness and friendship that 
now exists between the two 
churches. 

Paul, who has had a long 
connection with the Diocese, as 
student at Cuddesdon, Curate 
of Iffley , Vicar of St Andrew’s, 
Headington and then of St 
Mary Magdalen's, Oxford, 
goes with our prayers that he 
might quickly be offered an 
opportunity to minister. Peter 
Cornwell, who took this route 
before him, now works close- 
ly with his former Anglican 
colleagues. Indeed, he was 
even at the Royal Garden Par- 
ty for Lambeth Bishops! The 
title of a new book might be 
Staying Friends. 

Paul King’s resignation is 
the result of a long-standing 
worry about the nature of the 
Church and its centre of 
authority. This is a very pro- 
per concern. But though some 
may feel a sense of vocation to 
shift their ecclesiastical 
allegiance, as did Paul, the 
problem cannot be solved by 
individual action. There are 
still unresolved theological 
issues that ARCIC (The 
Anglican Roman Catholic In- 
ternational Commission) will 
be addressing in the years 
ahead. Nor should we forget 
that the Western Church is on- 
ly half the Church. There are 
still the great Churches of the 
Orthodox East, the Russian 
and Greek, and others, who 
have been tragically split from 
us since 1054 and who have 
grave reservations not only 
about the role of Rome but the 
whole spirit of Western 
theology. So I look to patient, 
persevering, prayerful work 
over many generations to bring 
whole Churches together, 
rather than the movements of 
individuals, which occur in 
many directions. 

Paul King made his decision 
with great integrity, after a 30 
day Ignatian retreat. He also 
made it at some sacrifice for 
himself and his family — loss 
of job, income and house. 
Those of us w ho remain in the 
Church of England — are we 
prepared to make a similar 
commitment to that in which 
we sav we believe? 



Spirit of Concern 



It’s time to 
right wrongs. 


IT seems appropriate that this 
year, Christian Aid Week begins 
at Pentecost — the time when we 
reflect upon the coming of the 
Holy Spirit who will show 
“where right and wrong judge- 
ment lie,” and whose coming 
reinvigorated the first disciples, 
giving them courage to proclaim 
the Gospel, and inspiring them 
to live as a new sort of com- 
munity. 

Christian Aid believes that 
concern for the poor, both in 
Britain and overseas, is integral 
to the Christian life both to Mis- 
sion and to spiritual growth. In 
the parable of the sheep and the 
goats in Matthew 25, we learn 
that as we serve the poor we will 
encounter God in a very con- 
crete way, and it is a familiar 
experience in the Church that 
this service of the poor enriches 
and transforms the lives of those 
who engage in it. 


by Helen Stanton 


We have much to learn too 
from our overseas partners, who 
very often also share our Chris- 
tian faith. I remember being 
overwhelmed with the generosi- 
ty of the people I encountered in 
El Salvador last year. There was 
one family whose village had 
been destroyed by the army and 
who had subsequently fled to a 
displacement persons camp. A 
few months later an elderly man 
from their village arrived. All 
his family had been killed and 
he had nothing. And so this 
family of eight took him in. 
They were, and are, very poor, 
but there was no question of 
leaving the man on his own. He 
is now one of their family and 
they rejoice at his presence and 
delightful humour. 

Christian Aid’s theme this 


YOUNG DOOR 


Well assembled! 


THE fifth Oxford Diocesan 
Youth Assembly took place on 
the weekend of March 
31- April 2 at the Green Park 
Youth Centre near Aylesbury. 

This is an annual event for 16-25 
year-olds in the Diocese, and is 
seen as an opportunity to meet new 
friends, enjoy shared fellowship 
and learning, and generally to 
have lots of fun. This year a record 
of 54 people attended, represen- 
ting 29 parishes throughout the 
three Archdeaconries. 

The w hole weekend is organis- 
ed by young people elected at the 
previous year’s assembly. This 
year, the main area of discussion 
was “relationships" — the aim be- 
ing to learn more about ourselves, 
our relationships w ith others and 
God’s place in this area of our 
lives. 

This was achieved mainly 
through discussion, and a variety 
of activities carried out in small 
groups lead by a number of youth 
workers from various parishes in 
the diocese. Each day there were 
worship sessions w hich successful- 
ly combined both the traditional 
and the more informal types of 


worship. 

On Saturday afternoon there 
was an opportunity to use the 
Sports facilities within Green Park 
Centre, including swimming, bad- 
minton and table tennis, while 
others spent this time walking in 
the beautiful parkland. 

Part of Sunday morning was 
taken up with discussing youth 
events planned for the near future 
and in electing planning group 
members for next year’s Youth 
Assembly which, it is hoped, will 
be held during the week before 
Easter, again at the Green Park 
Centre. 

The main feeling was that the 
Youth Assembly provided a great 
opportunity to meet young people 
from the diocese and to air our 
views and opinions in an at- 
mosphere of openness and accep- 
tance, which led to a greater 
knowledge of ourselves and how 
we relate to others, without forget- 
ting the times and importance of 
real Christian fellowship and fun. 

Susan Bell 

Susan was a member of the 
Diocesan Planning Commit- 
tee, Youth Assembly 1989. 
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year, It's Time To Right 
Wrongs, picks up the teaching in 
St John’s gospel about the role 
of the Holy Spirit as the one who 
teaches discernment. As we 
become conscious of the areas 
of injustice and inequity in our 
world, we shall begin to under- 
stand afresh the words which 
Jesus took up in Luke 4: words 
about bringing Good News to 
the poor, freedom for the op- 
pressed.’ 

It is time to right the wrongs 
of injustice in our world and as 
we in Britain co-operate with 
God and our sisters and brothers 
overseas to do so, as we offer 
our understanding and imagina- 
tion, our prayers and giving, I 
believe our lives too will be 
transformed by the spirit and joy 
of Pentecost. 

Helen Stanton is the Area 
Secretary for Christian Aid 1 

in Berkshire, Buckingham- § 

shire and Oxfordshire, 42 l 

Hvthe Bridge Street, Ox- 6 

ford 0X1 2EP. Oxford § 

(0865) 2512221. £ 



Christian Aid Week 
May 15 
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Pentecost, then and now 


IN recent years, many Christians 
have discovered the relevance of the 
Pentecost story. When the Holy 
Spirit descended “like tongues of 
fire” the disciples began to proclaim 
the Good News of Jesus Christ, 
without fear, to people of other 
nationalities and other languages, as 
they had never done before. 

They were “empowered from on 
high”, as Jesus had promised, and 
the Word spread like wild fire. In 
our Diocese today this kind of 
renewal brings Christians of dif- 
ferent denominations together in 
prayer groups where they experience 
healing and other extraordinary gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. 

It was in 1977 that I read Abbot 
David Parry’s book. This Promise 
is for You (Darton, Longman & 
Todd). The book contains fifty 
meditations, mainly on New Testa- 
ment texts, which he wrote follow- 
ing his own experience of personal 
renewal in 1974. 

This experience he describes as “a 
new awareness of the nearness and 
livingness of the Lord Jesus Christ”, 
and his exposition of the texts meant 
a great deal to me. I was at that time 
working in a country parish, and I 
began to live more seriously and 
consciously in the spirit of these 
texts. 

□ □□ 

A step further in my pilgrimage 
came in 1979 when I moved to a new 
parish and found that some of my 
parishioners were meeting together, 
singing and sharing prayer. There 
was a warm, small, fellowship at a 
deeply caring level, nothing “ex- 
clusive” or elitist, entirely open to 
anyone. At its heart were one or two 
people to whom God was utterly 
J ‘alive”. 

Trrey Had gathered together a 


Some Personal Reflections 
by a Retired Priest who has 
experienced the power of the 
Holy Spirit in his life. 

number of friends with children the 
same age as their own, partly to give 
their children experience of Chris- 
tian life. There was mutual caring, 
they bore each other’s burdens, 
spoke naturally and easily of God. 

As parish priest I did not lead. I 
warmed my hands at the fire of this 
Holy Spirit which was among them. 
In fact, they turned out to be very 
active in the institutional side of 
church work too. 

Retirement came in 1985, and I 
have been able to attend renewal 
days and prayer groups in a more 
ecumenical context. I have found 
myself relating to other people, 
simply because they were Christians 
on the same pilgrimage, who loved 
the Lord Jesus and found they were 
loving each other. 

Quite a lot of them were Roman 
Catholics, among whom I felt quite 
at home in my Anglican commit- 
ment. The groups, numbering 
perhaps a hundred at a Renewal 
Day, with smaller numbers at week- 
ly prayer meetings, found them- 
selves re-living some of the 
experience of the early Christians. 
The Acts of the Apostles, the New 
Testament letters, had become 
sources from which they drew in- 
sights for their own community. 

Among my special memories are 
these: when a Roman Catholic priest 
blessed me with loving, simple, 
brotherly words in a circle of 
believers who were receiving Com- 
munion, my neighbour, after receiv- 
ing the sacrament, turned gently to 
me and said quietly, “I want to share 


my Communion with you,” mean- 
ing “whatever I have received from 
Jesus I want you to have it too.” 

Again, prayer with laying on of 
hands from brother and sister Chris- 
tians who wanted me to receive my 
heart’s desire — just to be more fill- 
ed with God’s Spirit and to be of 
more service to him. 

My prayer this Pentecost for all 
readers of The DOOR is that they, 
like Abbot David, will come to ex- 
perience more and more how close 
and how alive is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory and praise 
for ever. 



GOD our Father, we thank you 
for sending us your only Son to call 
us to your kingdom. Set us on fire 
like his first disciples with the 
power of your Holy Spirit and use 
us as you used them to renew the 
face of the earth. (Mission prayer 
from SS Luke and Bartholomew Church. 
Reading) — 

This month your prayers are 
asked for: 

Bishop Richard’s Visitation; 

The Swanwick Conference for 
Diocesan Clergv and Laity 
(May 16-19); 

The 31 new Readers who are be- 
ing admitted and licensed at the 
Cathedral (May 13); 

Homeless people in the Diocese 
and all who work with them. 


ETHICAL INVESTMENT 


NOW THERE IS A 
REAL CHOICE 

We offer an excellent selection of investment funds 
to those who want good financial returns but are 
unwilling to sacrifice principle. 

YOU DON'T HAVE TO 
COMPROMISE 

Socially responsible investment can now be geared to- 

• PENSIONS • LUMP SUM INVESTMENT 
• MORTGAGE POLICIES 
• LIFE ASSURANCE • REGULAR SAVINGS 

C HERRIIL GLAVEY 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 


IN THE FOREFRONT OF SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT 


8, St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford, Oxon. Tel 0491 32278 


CHROMAtech 

Computer generated graphics and 
Photographic services 

55 St Clements, Oxford 0X4 1AG 
Tel: (0865) 241018 Fax: (0865) 790848 


HEARING PROBLEM? 


Impaired hearing makes life so difficult, let Auralaide help you 
live your life to the full. 

• Free professional testing, expert fitting. 

• Consultations with friendly staff at home or in our centre. 
•. Specialist in the latest micro technology hearing aids. 

• Excellent after-sales with a repair service for all makes. 
Don’t suffer in silence, talk to us. We understand and we can help. 


Auralaide 


The Hearing Centre 

Hearing Centre. Auralaide Limited, 

33 Station Road, Reading. Tel: 583028 
Monday-Friday between 9.00am and 5.00pm 


£23 




a 


CASTLE COURT 

Funeral Service 

9 Broad St 
Chesham, Bucks 
Tel: 0494 791931 

★ Arrangements carried out in the privacy of your own home if 
required 

★ 24 hour prompt personal attention 

★ Private chapel of rest 

★ Chesham 's only private family funeral directors. 

★ 20 years experience 

★ Floral tributes, monumental masonry and catering arranged 



"THE RECITATIVE" 
£4,995 


CHURCH 

ORGANS 

by 

VISCOUNT 

A unique selection of eighteen 
classically voiced organs, priced from 
£425 to £6,000 for church or home 
practice 

Write for brochures to 

VISCOUNT ORGANS LTD 
Hartspring Ind Park 
Hartspring Lane, Watford 
Telephone: 0923 247437 
Answerphone 01-370 3431 
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A rich harvest . . . 


WE have received an enor- 
mous response to the 
launch of The DOOR and 
it has only been possible to 
publish excerpts from a 
small selection of the many 
letters received. Thank you 
all for your support, en- 
couragement and construc- 
tive criticism which gives 
me and the Editorial Sup- 
port Group great hope for 
the future of the 
newspaper. 

Christine Zwart 


After Rushdie 

DEAR EDITOR — Nestling on my 
bookshelves is a new but as yet 
unread copy of Salman Rushdie’s 
Satanic Verses. Tucked into the 
same shelves is an ageing but used 
copy of Penguin Classic edition of 
The Koran. My copy of this holy 
book dates from the mid-seventies 
when two Muslim students from Iran 
and Iraq accompanied a group of 
Christian students to Ampleforth 
Abbey to spend a weekend in prayer 
and spiritual growth. I remember the 
session when Saleh Al-said from 
Babylon in. Iraq lead us through 
passages from The Koran which 
speak of Mary and Jesus. That oc- 
casion was made memorable by the 
love and reverence with which Saleh 
expounded his understanding of his 
scriptures. 

Much of the Rushdie affair has 
been marked by loud and clear con- 
demnation of attitudes of members 
of the Islamic community. Another 
outcome of this incident could be a 
determination to “remove the mote” 
from our own eyes. Let us 
acknowledge our low level of 
awareness of the faith and practice 
of devout Muslims and perhaps our 
failure to take note of the Christian- 
Muslim dialogues which have been 
proceeding fruitfully for many years. 

When time allows I hope to gain 
as much enjoyment from The 
Satanic Verses as I did from 
Rushdie’s Midnights Children, a 
compelling informative novel on the 
partition of India in 1947. 

“Seek Forgiveness of your Lord, 
and turn to Him in repentance” is a 
verse from The Koran 11,3 which 
can be our joint prayer of recon- 
ciliation. 

Yours in gratitude for The DOOR. 

Sister Maureen Farrell, FJC 
Milton Keynes MK9 3AR 

Open DOOR 

“OUR new Diocesan newspaper ex- 
ists, first of all, to give the Diocese 
a feel of itself, a sense of common 
purpose and strategy” writes Bishop 
Richard in DOOR 1), but The 
DOOR is open says our Editor. 
That’s the balance and it is exciting. 
As one who took, read and ap- 
preciated the ODM from its first 
issue until its last, I mourned its 
passing but was stimulated and en- 
couraged by our new paper. May 
The DOOR always be wide open! 

Among the needs for a Diocesan 
family is to achieve a ‘sense of com- 
mon purpose’ . May we look at those 
periodicals and publications which 
might contribute to this end? Those 
of us who have our ODM subscrip- 
tion in hand might like to look, for 
instance, at CHRISTIAN edited by 
Charles Elliott of Praying the 
Kingdom and the recent TV series 
Sword and Spirit. 

For my prayer, thought, and ac- 
tion within the family of this diocese 
standing on my doorstep, I want to 
begin to learn more about what 
might effect fruitful change in the 
life of the church/churches which I 
know, am infuriated by, and love. 
After all, you and I need sanctuary 
when we are vulnerable; we 
use/abuse money — tainted or other- 
wise; we switch on/off the radio and 
TV more or less responsibly; we 
grow old and die. What are our 
‘common purposes’ in relation to 
these issues? 

Jeanne Lindley 
Cowley 

Every parish 

“WHAT a delight and encourage- 
ment to see my piece about ‘Faith 
in the City' featured prominently in 
your truly splendid first edition. 

Even better had you not omitted 
— an oversight surely — the key 
sentence ‘And the basic message ap- 
plies to us all’. 

Not just in Reading, Slough, Ox- 
ford and other urban area in the 
Diocese but in every parish, God 
calls us to be involved with all the 
needs of all the people where we 


live, especially the poor. 

So, wherever we are — comfort- 
able suburbs or remote rural areas 
alike — we need to discover faith in 
our community, to get out there 
where God is, and ensure that our 
worship and witness is relevant to 
the needs of those around us. 

May future editions of The DOOR 
be filled with reports of the exciting 
things that happen as a result.” 

Geoffrey Brand 
Seer Green 

Far flung 

“PERHAPS I could point out that 
while the Oxford Diocese does in- 
deed encompass the counties of 
Berks, Bucks, and Oxon, it also in- 
cludes a piece of Bedfordshire, 
namely the parish of Linslade, 
whose 12,500 people would surely 
not wish to find The DOOR closed 
to them.” 

Daloni Peel 
Lindslade 

Unreadable? 

“I AM writing first to congratulate 
you on the production of the first 
edition of The DOOR and then to of- 
fer one or two suggestions. A great 
deal of hard work has gone into it 
and it is interesting to read. Naturally 
it is not perfect but it is very young 
as yet and I hope and expect that any 
constructive criticism will be 
welcome. 

The ODM was a very posh paper 


and not much read by the ordinary 
church members. You have done 
well to make a much more popular 
paper. However it may interest you 
to know that I did a readability check 
on several of the articles in it and 
find that a high reading age is need- 
ed to cope with it. The test involves 
looking at average word length and 
sentence length. In general a level 
of lower sixth form level is needed 
in order to cope with The DOOR 
while the random passages of the 
Bible I checked for comparison 
needed only a reading age of about 
12 years and St John’s gospel is at 
a junior school level! Of course 
understanding the meaning is 
another matter. 

I wonder if you would consider 
asking contributors to bear in mind 
that many people read at a functional 
level of less than ten years and The 
Door would be quite inaccessible to 
them. I don’t suggest that you use 
that as the overall level — just that 
you try to make things easier for 
some who would read it if they 
could.” 

Doreen Wright 
Cowley 

Target 

“MAY I join the host of people of- 
fering congratulations to you for pro- 
ducing the new paper on time and 
for commercially promising balance 
it seems to strike between lucrative 
advertising and other matter? But 
may I offer a criticism too? 

I believe the paper lacks 
something exceedingly important 
which the ODM possessed — name- 
ly the capacity to interest educated 
people of Christian goodwill to keep 
themselves away from active or in- 
fluential membership in our Church 
because they cannot (sic) cope with 
our ‘churchy’ language, chat and 
gossip. Those people form a 
‘diaspora’ which must be an impor- 
tant target for diocesan mission — 
I would say the prime target.” 

Michael Graham-Jones 
Standlake 


Outstanding 

“CHRISTINE Zwart, in her first 
DOOR editorial, wondered if the 
launch of the publication may be 
seen by some as Spring Madness! To 
quote the gentleman from Stratford- 
Upon-Avon, ‘If this be madness, yet 
there is method in it’ . I believe that 
Issue 1 is outstanding. It achieves 
that elusive objective strived after by 
all newspapers, but attained by few, 
it is a ‘good read’. To misquote the 
Bard, ‘Give me excess of it’. It has 
identified a serious communications 


gap within the Diocese. 

The Editor asks the question, ‘how 
can we ever hope to please such a 
disparate readership?’ — I believe 
the farmers of West Oxfordshire, the 
commuters of South Berkshire and 
my neighbours in rural Buckingham- 
shire may have a lot more in com- 
mon than one might at first suppose. 
I can think immediately of three 
specific way that DOOR can appeal 
to us and I suspect this may be the 
same for many other parishes. 

We want to feel a real part of the 
Diocese. The DOOR can help us. 
We want to know our Bishop bet- 
ter. The DOOR can make this possi- 
ble. We want to learn from the 
experience of other parishes. The 
DOOR can be of substantial 
assistance here too. 

The DOOR has the very real op- 
portunity of helping us Christians at 
the end of the line become more ef- 
fective and therefore more fulfilled. 
I look forward to many an exciting 
and instructive ‘good read’ in the 
future.” 

Peter McLeod 
Dinton 


Good read 

“CONGRATULATIONS on your 
first issue of The DOOR. It made 
good reading. However, may I com- 
ment on the article on your first page 
The Good News — but what is it?’. 
The question was raised but not 
answered! 

As so many today would echo that 


comment ‘We’re not sure what it is’, 
the answer given by that greatest 
missionary of all time, St Paul, is 
worth noting: “Now I declare unto 
you the Gospel which I preached 
... by which you are saved . . . 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures; was buried, and rose 
again the third day according to the 
scriptures” (Cor. 15:1-4). This is 
the Good News we have to share, 
the Good News of a living Saviour 
who died for us. It demands a per- 
sonal response, the commitment of 
your lives to him.” 

The Rev Kenneth Weaver 
Longcot 

Unjust 

“HE is Risen indeed”. But why do 
so many modern writers and lec- 
turers, when trying to rouse our ad- 
miration for another country, seek 
to do so by denigrating our own? It 
merely has the effect of infuriating 
me. The Bishop went on to do the 
same, and became unjust to the 
British people. As it happens I stood 
on this last Easter Day, in our village 
church with a large congregation, as 
no doubt did thousands of other 
British people, and when the Vicar 
gave the mesage ‘Christ is risen’ we 
all replied, loud and clear, ‘He is 
risen indeed’. 

But our country is a free country. 
We can go to church or stay at 
home, clean the car to go to the pub. 
We can be Christians or Moslems, 
or Hindus or Atheists, as we like. 
This freedom is not ours 
automatically. The British people 
have over generations argued, 
struggled, fought and died for it with 
just as much courage as those Rus- 
sians affirming their faith. 

If such determination for freedom 
interferes with the discipline of 
church attendance surely it is for the 
Church to proclaim the Gospel with 
such fire that it does ndt do so.” 
Peggy Florey 
Northmoor 

Pardon? 

“IN his Easter message the Bishop 
of Oxford wonders what the 
response would be if on Easter Day 
we said to people in the street ‘Christ 
is risen’. One Easter, a few years 
ago, I exhorted the congregation not 
to say ‘Good morning’ or ‘Good 
evening’ to anyone they met that day 
but to say those words. As I was 
making my way home after Even- 
song in drizzling rain as dusk was 
falling I said ‘Christ is risen’ to a 
deaf old man whom I knew to be a 
churchgoer. The response I got was 
‘Yes, not very nice is it’.” 

Cannon John Grimwade 
Stonesfield 



IRIVEWAYS 


Car Parks 
Driveways 
Patios 
Concrete 
Tarmac 
Shingle and 
Kerbs lowered 

For free estimate phone: 

Aylesbury 22044 




ALLNUTT 


FOR 


★ Cookware 

★ Cake Decorating Supplies 

★ Cake Stands and Knives 

★ Christening Cake and 
Wedding Cake Top 

★ Wedding Presents 

47 Donkin Hill, 
Caversham and 32 High 
Street, Wallingford 
Head Office: 

Tel: Reading 472019 



All your dancewear 
needs from Barre to 
Centre Stage. 

All dancewear 
requirements for 
children and adults. 

Skating and 
Gymnastic Leotards 
available. 

7a East St Helen’s 
Street, Abingdon. 
Tel: (0235) 554060 



Fine art auctioneers and valuers. Friendly, expert service from 35 
regional salerooms. 

OXFORD (0865) 723524 



2-11 June 

English String Orchestra 
Musica Antiqua Koln 


The Purcell Quartet 
Chandos Baroque Players 
Christ Church Cathedral Choir 
Young Persons Concert 
Foundation Orchestra 
with 

Polly James 

Details: (0865) 864056 


THE HOME OF GOOD PLANTS AND TRULY A GARDEN FOR ALL SEASONS 



The 

Savill 

Garden 

IN WINDSOR GREAT PARK 

Clearly signposted from Ascot, 
Egham and Windsor. Ample free 
car/coach parking adjoining the 
garden in Wick Lane, Englefield 
Green. 


The Garden is open daily throughout the year 
from 10am to 6pm or sunset if earlier. 

tel: Windsor (0753) 860222 

Admission: adults £1 .80, senior citizens £1.60 
Parties of 20 or more £1.60. 

Accompanied children under the age of 16 free 
(large groups of children by arrangement). 



NOW AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING 


PRICES FROM £59,500 


• Resident Warden 

• 24 hour emergency alarm system 

• Residents’ lounge & guest suite 

• Gold Medallion central heating system 

• Landscaped grounds with summer house 

• Double glazing 

• Lift 


SHOW FLATS 
NOW OPEN! 

Friday to Monday 
11am to 4pm 


rA\RDl4A 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JANET BLAY, GUARDIAN HOUSING ASSOCIATION, 

ANCHOR HOUSE, 269A BANBURY ROAD, OXFORD OX2 7HU 
TELEPHONE: (0865) 311711 






RETIRE IN A STYLE TO 
WHICHYOU'LL BECOME 
AcclisiuMtu 


GUARDIAN COURT, MIDDLETON ROAD, 

Luxury Private Retirement Apartments with One and Two Bedrooms. 





Page 8 


.'.'The DOOR,' May 1989 


QUESTION OF CARING 


Sandridge House, Ascot 

A charming home for the elderly in elegant surroundings with a 
cheeful, informal hotel atmosphere. 

* We are half-a-mile from town centre 
(on main bus route) 

* Large garden * Heated swimming pool 
* Sun lounge * Large dining room * TV lounge. 

For full details please telephone Mrs Fasoli on Ascot (0990) 
24404 or 25527, Sandridge House, London Road, Ascot, 
Berkshire. 



THE 

CHERRY GARDEN 

NURSING HOME 

"A Private Nursing Home set in delightful surroundings, offering the highest 
standards of care." 

We are pleased to announce that we are now accepting reservations for 
short and long-term stays. 

New Rooms available. 

+ Homely, Happy and Caring Atmosphere * 24-Hour Nursing Care it 
Hydrotherapeutic Bath, Automatic Lift and Geriatric Showers it Excellent 
Home Cooking 

For further information and brochure, please Telephone Matron 
or Manager on Littlewick Green 06282 5044 or 5033 


INTER-COUNTY NURSING SERVICES 
Fulmer (02816) 2298 
Beaconsfield (0494) 677118 


Nurses of all grades for... 

• HOME CARE 

• HOSPITAL 

• INDUSTRY 

• NURSING HOME 

EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

105 High St, Burnham, Bucks SL1 7JZ 
Telephone: (0628) 665271 

Licensed by Local Authorities and Department of Employment 


Count on us to care ... day and night 



SECURE RETIREMENT 
ASSOCIATION (Headington) LTD 

TWO STUDIO 
FLATS 

For sale £57,500 and £59,950 

EMDEN HOUSE provides retirement 
accommodation of excellent quality for mainly 
professional and academic people. 

Further details available from The Administrator, 
Emden House, Barton Lane, Headington, Oxford 
0X3 9JU. Tel: Oxford 60217. 



YOUR LOCAL 
WHEELCHAIR 
SALES, 
SERVICE 
AND REPAIR 
EXPERTS 


RAYMAR 

MOBILITY 

•Q lai iw**. M»nl*yK>n-Th«m«v Own. RG9 la 

049 1 -370440 



Finding it hard to manage on 
your pension? 

WE NOW HAVE GOOD NEWS FOR ANYBODY AGED 60 
OR OVER, WHO OWNS THEIR OWN HOUSE/FLAT 

(Minimum value £60,000) 

We have several schemes available for the retired home-owner 
wishing to improve their income. 

A cash lump sum can be taken as well as a monthly payment. 
This is arrangd using a selection of Building Societies enabling 
you to maintain ownership of your property. 

For further details please telephone: 

(0227) 277906 (Ansaphone Service) 

If yo wish please return coupon below for a quotation without 
any obligation. 

EMMETT JONES & CO 

CHESTER HOUSE, 2 OXFORD STREET, 
WHITSTABLE, KENT CT5 1DD 

Approved representative of DBS Management PIg. 

Name 

Address 

Tel: 


Age Value of Property £. 

Consumer Credit Licence No. 228816 


CONSULTUS 

AGENCY 

RESIDENT AND TEMPORARY HOUSEKEEPERS, 
COMPANIES, NANNIES AND COOKS FOR 
ALL EMERGENCIES 

Full nursing service available for special care of the 
sick and convalescent at home. 

17 London Road, Tonbridge, Kent 
Telephone Tonbridge 355231 


Castkford House ~ Aliasing nu> 

Castleford Hill, Tutshill, Chepstow, Gwent NP6 7LE 
Telephone: Chepstow (0912) 79929 

• 24 hour nursing cover by experienced qualified staff • Comprehensive kitchen facilities 
catering for varied menus and special dietary requirements with emphasis on the use of 
tresn produce • Four large comfortable lounge areas • All rooms have nurse call, smoke 
detectors. TV and radio points, vanity units, dimmer controlled lighing. fitted carpets and 
tasteful furnishings, many have en-suite facilities • Visitors welcomed at any time with 
meals by arrangement • Lift to all floors • Two acres of landscaped gardens • Weekly 
fees from £250.00. 

Although we are a privately run nursing home the DHSS may make a contribution towards 
the fees according to your financial status. 

1 If you would like to visit or find out more Castleford House, telephone (02912) 
79929 and speak to Mr Izzard or Mrs Eagles. 


jp TRACY NURSING 
M4 HOME 

M, MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 
GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance da\ 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 


Free Food Allergy Test 
with therapeutic 
massage 

Personal counselling 
and spinal alignment for 
back pain 

Monday night clinic 
until 9 o'clock 

Tel: Patricia Williams 
on Didcot 817145 


Dunstan House Nursing Home 



v-iss* 


Dunstan House Nursing Home offers a high standard of care and 
comfort in luxurious surroundings. 

For short or long stay periods. 

Lickhill Road, Caine, Wiltshire SN11 9DG. 

Tel: 816928/812537 


NURSES PLEASE HELP 

Can you spare even a few hours per 
week to help someone in need locally? 

Hours to suit. 

Good rates of pay. 

Telephone and car useful. 

British Nursing Association 
Telephone: OXFORD (0865) 245201 

READING 
(0734) 586492 
jHRfc HIGH WYCOMBE 
(0494) 35025 


IBNA'J 


LICENSED BY LOCAL AUTHORITY AND D of E 


Dept TD 


THE NEWBURY DALECARE 

STOCKCROSS, NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE 
Telephone BOXFORD (0488) 38632 

The Nursing Home with the Country Hotel atmosphere 

Associated Nursing Services PLC, one of the major providers of 
health care for the elderly in the UK offer at the NEWBURY 
DALECARE nursing home in Stockcross. 

• High standard of individually orientated Nursing Care in the most modern 
and relaxed surroundings. 

• Medical cover provided by the local GP and services of a physiotherapist, 
chiropodist, and hairdressers are all readily available. 

• We provide a varied menu and all dietary needs can be catered tor. 

• Most rooms are single but we do have some rooms available for shar- 
ing. All rooms are decorated to hotel standards and are linked to a nurse 
call system, have TV points and en-suite facilities. 

• We appreciate that our home becomes the patient's home so we 
provide ample space in the bedrooms for the individuals to introduce 
their personal possessions. 

• Day Care Facilities available, full details on request. 

• Visitors are always welcome and are not restricted to any times. 

• Should you require: A convalescent stay, post hospital discharge or just 
to provide a break for the people who look after you all year round, or 
a long term stay, contact Alan Boyd (Mananager). 


I would like to receive information about 
the Newbury Dalecare 



To The Manager 
The Newbury Dalecare 
Stockcross, Newbury, Berks 
Tel: Boxford (0488 38) 632 


NEWLY CONVERTED TO THE VERY LATEST 
HEALTH AUTHORITY STANDARDS 



NURSING HOME 


MANOR LANE, KINETON, WARWICKSHIRE CV35 OJT 

* LONG AND SHORT 
TERM STAY 

* CONVALESCENT 

* GERIATRIC CARE 

* RESPITE CARE 

CONTACT MATRON: 

MRS GEORGINE DUNSTER ON 
KINETON 641739 



$TI}€ DOOR 


is the Church Newspaper of the 
Diocese of Oxford. It is produced 
by the Diocese in Association with 
Oxford Newspapers — part of 
Goodhead Publishing and is 
distributed by Church Membership 
to 150,000 readers in the three 
archdeaconries of Oxon, Bucks and 
Berks. 

To advertise in this newspaper 
please contact: 

Mark Roberts or David Holden on 
Oxford (0865) 880505 


Discover your own true 

COLOURS 

and start transforming stress 
and/or depression into 
creative well-being through 
colour healing, imaging, 
counselling, holistic massage 

HELEN SHARP (0865) 53596 
Neal’s Yard Helios Centre 
21 Parker Street 
(0865) 245436 

Next workshop: 
Sunday, June 4 


Goatacre House 
Nursing Home 

Goatacre House Nursing Home offers a high 
standard of care and comfort in luxurious 
surroundings. For short or long stay periods. 



GOATACRE LANE 
GOATACRE 
WILTSHIRE SN1 1 9JA 


,,r . ' j. * 

d !iii II TEL: (0249-76) 464/454 


Old People’s Home Next 

- AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH. If you, or an elderly 
relative, are unhappy at the seemingly unavoidable prospect 
of leaving one's own home to take up residence in an Old 
People's Home — Then contact Able Agency — for details 
of their highly successful "Continuous Housekeeping 
Scheme". Most people, including the elderly are happiest 
in their own homes. 

ABLE AGENCY 

TEL: NORWICH (0603) 666264 

(Employment Agencies Licence No.) SE(A) 4807, write to: 

Suite 3, Front Sackville Place, 4/48 Magdalen Street, 
Norwich NR3 1 JE. 


Cangfitnn f riorg 

KINGHAM, OXON 

Registered Residential and Nursing Home 



On the Border of Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire with lovely views over 
the Cotswolds. We have a high ratio of care and nursing staff to residents 
giving first class 24 hour care and at sensible priceSi Single and double rooms 
and en-suite for short or long stay. Married couples most welcome. 

Please call in at any rime and compare our home with any other, 
or phone: Mrs. E. H. Burden, SRN, on 

(060871) 233 


New and Secondhand 

ELECTRIC 


Wheelchairs 
& Scooters 


> FAST REPAIR SERVICE 
• BATI'ERIES & TYRES FITTED 



Buckingham 

52222233 

Centres 


(0280) 

816808 
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Fresh hope 


A BRIGHT spring day, and the 
church of St Benedict Biscop, 
which has stood since Saxon 
days, looks good for many cen- 
turies more. Not so, the tower- 
ing shipyard cranes standing idle 
in the background. North East 
Shipbuilders build ships no 
more. 

Last December, in a blaze of 
publicity, the Government announc- 
ed there would be no financial sup- 
port for the yards. Sunderland, with 
massive unemployment already, was 
dealt yet another blow. 

On the day the news broke, our 
Diocesan Board for Social Respon- 
sibility met in Oxford. Industrial 
Missioner Ron Mitchinson, had lob- 
bied MPs from the Three Counties; 
there now seemed little we could do. 
But if Oxford’s link with Sunderland 
meant anything we could at least let 


our fellow-Christians know that we 
had them in our hearts. The next day 
a letter went from Archdeacon John 
Bone to the chairman of the Wear- 
side Council of Churches. 

On a visit to the North-East in 
February, the Archdeacon worship- 
ped at St Mark’s, Millfield — a 
parish deeply affected by the 
closure. A recent random survey of 
100 households had shown 60 
families with neither husband nor 
wife employed. 

After the Parish Communion he 
learnt that his letter had been' cir- 
culated to all the churches on 
Tyneside. Michael Jackson, the 
vicar, told him that his PCC had 
been deeply moved when he read it 
to them. 

Beside the church a Victorian hall 
has been converted into a community 
meeting place. Now two semi- 
derelict buildings attached to it are 
being converted into workshops. 


On the day of the visit there was 
great excitement as the Church Ur- 
ban Fund had offered a grant to 
enable a manager to be appointed to 
get the project off the ground. The 
centre is a place for unemployed 
people to meet: the workshops will 
enable them to use their skills and 
their time creatively. Few houses in 
the parish are large enough for any 
kind of activity such as woodwork 
or sewing. 

The Parish is appealing for help 
with fitting out the workshops. Any 
hand tools in good condition, 
cutting-out scissors, tailors’ dum- 
mies, or workmate benches would 
be welcomed. Transport can be ar- 
ranged. 

What about one item from every 
parish? Contact John Bone or Anne 
Borrowdale at Diocesan Church 
House. Telephone Oxford 0865 
244566. 


Good 

for 

Ruth 

AFTER the publication of Faith in 
the City in 1985 The Oxford 
Diocesan Synod decided to give 
£20,000 a year for five years to help 
finance a Programme Director for 
the Benedict Biscop Centre in 
Sunderland. The project is funded 
through the Church Urban Fund. 
The Centre is a department of the 
Wearside Council of Churches 
which works among people in an 
area of 30% unemployment and 
great deprivation. It is located in St 
Peter’s Church. 

The Oxford/Sunderland Link is 
well and truly underway with the re- 
cent appointment of Ruth Burgess as 
programme director of the Benedict 
Biscop Centre. 

Her background, which includes 
the influence of Methodism and 
Dylan Thomas plus considerable ex- 
perience in youth and community 
work and membership of the Iona 
Community, will be a great asset in 
working with people in an area 
characterised by high unemployment 
and above average proportions of 
elderly people and one parent 
families. 

Not without a certain sense of 
humour, Ruth says: “As a Celt and 
a member of the Iona Community, 
I’m somewhat wary of this Benedict 
Biscop character and his Roman im- 
ports, but I will try hard to 
remember that the Synod of Whit- 
by is now history.’’ 

While busy just getting to know 
people she is also enjoying the sight 
and sound of the North Sea. She sees 
her task as very much one of listen- 
ing, especially in the early stages. 

“I hope at time progresses’’ she 
says “that I will meet some of you 
along the way and look forward to 
sharing with you some of the pro- 
ject’s successes and failures.’’ 

The contact for the Oxford/ 
Sunderland Link is the Revd Peter 
Atkinson, 229 Dedworth Road, 
Windsor. Telephone: 0753 864591. 


But in Africa ... by Bishop Richard 

Still seeking justice 


THE Anglican Peace and Justice 
Network is one of the most im- 
portant groups to which I 
belong. 

Started four years ago, it consists 
of 20 people, drawn from different 
parts of the Anglican Communion 
and meeting about once every two 
years. Its purpose is to share ex- 
periences and explore ways of keep- 
ing the inter-connected and 
worldwide peace and justice issues 
firmly on the agenda of our 
churches. 

In April, we met in Harare, Zim- 
babwe — and inevitably the problem 
of Apartheid in South Africa loom- 
ed large in our discussion. 

Far from changing, it is clear that 
the repressive regime in South 
Africa is operating more cynically 
and ruthlessly than ever before, in- 
flicting massive human suffering. (A 
subject I hope to write on more ful- 
ly elsewhere). 

But an encouraging note is the 
determination of the churches, par- 


ticularly the young black members, 
to struggle for freedom with such 
courage, faith, humanity and 
humour. 

One little point I was unware of 
before. Young blacks committed to 
the struggle do not drink alcohol. 
Their observant eyes notice the bot- 
tle stores put up in the townships by 
the government even before clinics 
and schools. 

The other major concern was the 
terrible burden of debt being borne 
by nearly all third world countries. 
Sometimes, nearly all of a country’s 
income is going to pay interest on 
a loan rather than feeding the poor. 

It is clear that the new Brady pro- 
posals from the USA to reduce the 
debt do not nearly meet the problem. 

One member, fighting back tears, 
told us of how children in the streets 
of his country rummage in the gar- 
bage to find newspaper to eat. The 
money that should go to feed the 30 
million destitute children in that state 
all goes abroad to pay interest on a 
debt that has already been repaid 


more than ten times in* interest 
charges. 

We were fortunate enough to visit 
two refugee camps (one with 26,000 
inmates) on the Mozambique border. 

The people here had fled from 
starvation in Mozambique, much of 
its caused by the South African- 
supplied and controlled NMA 
groups of bandits, recently describ- 
ed by Mrs Thatcher as terrorists. 

The good news here is that the 
camps were caringly run by Zimbab- 
wean officials and efficiently sup- 
plied by the UN and other 
international organisations. 

The network is important to me 
because of its strong sense of iden- 
tity with the most victimised people 
in our world in their struggle for life 
and dignity. 

The close fellowship and common 
purpose is a tiny focus of the 
Church: what I hope and pray the 
Diocese will be: committed to serve 
Christ in and on behalf of our most 
vulnerable brothers and sisters. 


PRO-PLUMB 


Professional central heating and plumbing 
NEW HEATING SYSTEMS INSTALLED, OLD SYSTEMS 
OVERHAULED, COMPLETE BATHROOM SUITES INSTALL- 
ED (including tiling), BOILERS SERVICED AND GENERAL 
HOUSE MAINTENANCE, etc 
Over 50 years trade experience 

Members of National Association of Plumbing , Heating and 
Mechanical Service Contractors 

Telephone: Reading 477408 


FLAT ROOF PROBLEMS! 

Sandcnef 1 Systems by IPS Ltd have cured flat roof 
problems permanently, with their revolutionary 
GRP Technology. 

Tel: (0895) 73563 (24 hours) 

11 Midas Ind Estate, Longbridge Way, 
Uxbridge, UB8 2YT 


COUNTRYWIDE 
PIANO CENTRE 

is now open at 

194 Penn Road, Hazlemere, Bucks 
New and second hand pianos. Piano restorations and 
new upholstery and polishing. 

Piano lessons for adults and children. 

FOR FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 
PLEASE TELEPHONE: 

PENN (049481) 3388 AND 
BEACONSFIELD (0494) 678166 




For your wedding photographs 
why not contact the experts 

Phone Hamilton Skeete on (0628) 7841 54 

for professional service. 

We also specialise in Portrait and Landscape Photography. 


E. N. MORGAN Ltd. 


THE CORNER HOUSE 
COACH LANE, REDRUTH 
CORNWALL TR15 2TR 


TELEPHONE: 

( 0209 ) 215965 



Traditional and Rustic 
style light fittings 
manufactured in oak 
and other prime 

by Cornish 
Craftsmen to a 
superior finish. 



WALL BRACKETS-PENDANTS 
CANDELABRA and LANTERNS 


ANCIENT OAK 
BUILDINGS 

Timber Framed Houses, Stables, 
Barns, Granaries and other 
Outbuildings supplied 

Many different sizes in stock 
All buildings carefully dismantled 
Drawings and photographs supplied 
Spare timbers bricks and tiles 
Full Construction service available 

Please telephone: 

OAK CONSTRUCTION 
on 0273 494192 or 0836 757647 

For any information required 


The Anglican Pacifist fellowship 

believes that faith is Jesus Christ's call for the renunciation of all war. 
for further information and newsletter: 

Hon Sec: Revd Sidney Hinkes 
St Mary's Vicarage, Bayswater Road 
Headington, Oxford, 0X3 9EY 
OXFORD (0865) 61886 


VOLVO 

Buying a car from Thomas 
of Aylesbury is only the 
beginning of what we hope 
will he a long and happy 
relationship with our 
customers. Our service 
facilities offer a complete 
range of services and 
repairs that you may require 
during the long life of your 
Volvo. 



NEW AND USED 
V0LV0S ALWAYS IN 
STOCK 

Please contact: 
Tegwyn Thomas 


THOMAS OF AYLESBURY 

79-85 TRING ROAD, AYLESBURY 
TEL: (0296) 88899 



BLENHEIM PALACE 
GIFT SHOP 

OPEN EVERY DAY 1 1am-4pm 

We have a good selection of gifts and books. 

Toiletries ★ Lace Tablecloths ★ Napkins ★ Place Mats 
★ Aprons ★ Bags ★ China ★ Enamels 

Also ★ Honey ★ Marmalades ★ Preserves ★ Books ★ 
Wine ★ Lots of ideas for Christmas Gifts. 

Hot and cold drinks are also available. 

Spend some time walking in the park and look at some 
of the finest views in England. 

BLENHEIM PALACE 

Woodstock , Oxford OX7 IPX 
Tel: Woodstock (0993) 811752 



concern is focussed 
on single homeless people, 
elderly, those who are addicted 
and many other people who seek 
advice and counselling. Our work is 
increasingly involved in responding 
to the needs of communities. 

We seek to work closely with other 
Christian groups, as well as 
voluntary and statutory agencies. 
CHURCH ARMY WORKS: 

• In parishes, youth clubs and 
through two small hostels caring 
for the young 

• In the community and by 
providing residential care for the 
elderly. 

• In Northern Ireland preaching 
Christ's reconciling message. 

Share in our Christian care 
giving towards the cost of 



Independents Read, 
London 
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PARISH RESOURCES 


Don’t forget 
the children! 

THIS month marks the half-way point between last 
year’s Diocesan Synod and the Diocesan Synod this 
autumn. In other words, the parishes and deaneries have 
had more than half the time available to consider the 
issues raised in the General Synod Board of Education 
Report Children in the Way. 

So, what have you done about it? Have you faced 
the issues, or ducked them? 

It is easy to be selective. It is easy to glance at the 
report and then to ignore what it is really saying, or 
to reassure ourselves that our children’s work is fine, 
and we have no need to think further. It is easy to put 
the report to one side without addressing the real 
challenges at all. 

Is your parish part of the Pilgrim Church, with all 
members enjoying equal value and having the oppor- 
tunity to journey through life together? Is worship and 
learning in your church, all-age, as well as separate 
ages? Is your parish looking seriously at the world in 
which your children live or does it expect everything 
to have remained much the same as it has always been? 
Is your parish looking to forge links with “children on 
the edge’’ in uniformed organisations, parish schools, 
and those touched by project days or holiday clubs? 

And what about your PCC? The report Children in 
the Way spells out very clearly the responsibilities of 
those who lead the parishes. It challenges PCCs to take 
children’s work seriously — to provide a budget: to 
select the leaders: to arrange training for those leaders, 
and for themselves and clergy as necessary; to know 
the children and the teachers; and to be familiar with 
the material being taught. 

For years the Church has lost (or failed to keep) many 
children who have been brought for Baptism or who 



have started Sunday School. No report would be silly 
enough to suggest that this is entirely the fault of the 
Church, and many of us know only too well how hard 
it is to get some parents to support their children’s in- 
volvement in the life of the Church. 

But Children in the Way does suggest that many 
parishes, deaneries and dioceses must reconsider what 
they are doing at the moment, so that they are only of- 
fering the very best to the new Christians of today. 

Anne Faulkner 

Anne Faulkner is Parish Development 
Adviser for Buckinghamshire 


More about RE 


From: Kieran Salter, Deputy Head, 
Milton Keynes. 

ROSEMARY Peacocke’s article 
on RE and the new curriculum is 
refreshing in its positive outlook at 
the changes coming to our schools. 
Despite the reservations of many 
Christian teachers about the way 
in which worship is to be em- 
phasised, we can at least agree that 
the subject has been put back on 
the political agenda and back in 
the schools. 

However, the Diocesan Council 
for Education has a special respon- 
sibility for our Church schools. 
The aided Church schools within 
the diocese must be an example of 
good religious education for all to 
witness. Is the Oxford Diocese, or 
the Church nationally, doing 
enough to support and encourage 
our Church schools? I BELIEVE 
NOT. 

It has always been the custom 
that the RC aided schools are there 
to serve RC families, whereas 
Anglican aided schools have 
always sought to serve the locali- 
ty as well as the church. This 
should not cause us any problems; 
indeed it should give us the oppor- 
tunity to benefit from diverse in- 
take and experience. 

If church schools are to main- 
tain their dual role of welcoming 
all the children of the 
neighbourhood and maintaining 
the faith then RE in aided schools 
must have a very special place 
within the schemata. On top of 


this, Faith must be central to the 
school ethos. 

This is not to advocate bible- 
bashing and indoctrination. Good* 
RE teaching involves educating 
children about the place of religion 
in people’s lives, it is about fun- 
damental truths. 

The Church, in you and me, 
should ensure that there are plenty 
of Church members willing to 
stand as governors of Church 
schools. If we are lucky to be bless- 
ed with a Church school in our 
neighbourhood we should ensure 
our Church children attend. We 
should welcome our Church school 
in the life and activities of the 
parish, one should be an extension 
of the other. 

We need to ensure that all ap- 
pointments to Church schools are 
Christians. I do not limit this to the 
teaching staff. 

More importantly still, in the 
rest of the curriculum the Church 
school ought to reflect the best ex- 
ample of good education. 

We must retain excellent 
teachers and we will only do this 
if we encourage career structures 
and promotion opportunities 
within the Church schools. To do 
this effectively we must ensure that 
there are good links between our 
church schools across the diocese 
and beyond diocesan boundaries. 

Finally, we must commit 
ourselves to the principle of there 
being church schools or else we 
must lose this opportunity. If there 



then let them be CHURCH 
SCHOOLS! 

From: Chrispian Graves, Dorton, 
Aylesbury. 

SINCE I am currently Chairman 
of Buckinghamshire SACRE, I 
found Rosemary Peacocke’s con- 
tribution on the subject of 
Religious Education in schools 
particularly fascinating. 

I think it right to point out to 
your readers that our booklet is 
not of course a “syllabus” in the 
true sense of the word. It is more 
a guide or a handbook of sugges- 
tions for teachers. It sets out plain- 
ly the emphasis which must be 
placed upon Christianity, whilst at 
the same time widening the 
horizons to include brief studies of 
the other great world religions. Its 
adoption by the Diocese for use in 
C of E schools had given it a status 
which is most encouraging for all 
of us concerned with the teaching 
of RE. 

The new Standing Advisory 
Councils will be playing a vital role 
in the future. In Buckinghamshire 
we have already established ours, 
and we shall shortly be meeting 
again in order to tackle the dif- 
ficult challenge of the “Daily act 
of worship wholly or mainly of a 
broadly Christian character”. 



LONDON APPRENTICE 
ST AUSTELL, CORNWALL 
TELEPHONE: 

( 0726 ) 73533 

The Holiday of a Lifetime in an enchanting woodland 
valley with its own stream in some of Cornwall's most 
beautiful countryside. 

★ Modern Amenities ★ Electrical Hook-ups ★ Spotless 
Showers and Loos. 

Tents and Tourers always welcome 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU 


'LEAVING ON A JET PLANE' 

Gatwick Grove Guest House 

Telephone: (0293) 515795 

Available to Gatwick travellers. Bed and breakfast, free 
car parking and transportation to airport. Private facilities 
at reasonable rates. 

Poles Lane, Lowfield Heath, 

Crawley, West Sussex RH11 OPY 

Airport parking available for non-residents 
at very competitive prices. 



11-13 Kerley Road. West Cliff, Bournemouth BH2 5DW 
Reservations: (0202) 21186. Visitors: (0202) 290037 

The Hotel stands in its own grounds with a large free car park. The Hotel ha^ an automatic 
lift to all floors, a licensed bar with attractive views, and two other comfortable lounges. 
The many attractions of Bournemouth are within easy walking distance. The beach and 
sea are only minutes away. You can forget your car when you arrive for your holiday. 
All bedrooms have hot and cold water, TV, radio and intercom. Most rooms have private 
bathroom and toilet and many have sea views. Kettles, tea, coffee in all rooms. 
Facing South, overlooking the sea and on the beautiful West Cliff, the Balmoral com- 
mands some of the most glorious sea views from the Isle of Wight to the Purbeck Hills. 
Our spacious and attractive dining room accommodates 100 guests. The menus are 
varied with choices of every course. Our wine list contains a selection of wines to suit 
all palates at reasonable prices. 


Rose Court Hotel 



Excellent value accommodation in the 
most popular part of Central London. 
An elegant building of the last century 
(being former home of Lady Jennie 
Churchill) the Rose Court Hotel has 
recently been refurbished to a high 
standard to provide all the amenities of 
a modern hotel. — All 60 rooms have 
been tastefully decorated to provide 
private bathroom and/or shower, colour 
TV, radio and direct dial telephone. 

Rose Court Hotel 

35 GREAT CUMBERLAND PLACE 
MARBLE ARCH. LONDON W1 
Tel: 01-262 7241 
Telex: 291126 OPUS G 



Olde World Country Inn and Hotel beautifully situated in National Trust 
Area on the edge of Studland village overlooking the sea. Live folk music 
twice weekly. Accommodation -includes some en-suite bathrooms. Family, 
double and one single. Colour TV, tea making facilities all rooms. 
Special rates for children. General bar and restaurant open all day 
during season. 

Local amenities including riding, golf and water sports, also lovely cliff 
top coastal walks, heathland, forestry and Nature reserves. 

A warm welcome is assured at 

BANKES ARMS HOTEL & COUNTRY INN 

Studland, Nr Swanage, Dorset 
Telephone: 092944 225 


RIDING HOLIDAYS 

Calling all riding enthusiasts and pony owners! 
Special unaccompanied children's riding holidays/courses. 
Bring your own pony if you have one (transport etc available) 
and spend the week in peaceful, idyllic surroundings. Child's 
family welcome too, in superb self catering accommodation. 
Spend the time birdwatching for Red Kites, riding, walking, 
etc, in picturesque West Wales. 

For further information: 

Tel: (09745) *33 


MARLBOROUGH HOTEL 

Ilfracombe, North Devon (0271) 63580 

SPEND A WONDERFUL 
SUMMER HOLIDAY IN DEVON 

COACH package prices starting from £85 

Package holidays available on request. Near pick-up points. 
Children and pets welcome. Child reductions. Fully licensed. 
Friendly hotel, minutes from sea. 

For further details write or telephone: Mary O'Hara 



Trebrea Lodge 
Trenale, Near Tintagel 
Cornwall PL34 0HR 
Tel: Camelford (0840) 770410 

This beautiful house looks straight out across fields to the sea and 
all rooms have splendid sea views. All rooms have private bathroom-, 
central heating, colour TV, radios and hairdryers. A baby listening 
service. 

We offer a wide ranging menu “Duck Breast with Blackcurrant and 
Apricot”, just one of our specialities. Special dishes served on 
request. 

B&B £20 during low season. Tariff inclusive of VAT. Children 
welcome at a reduced rate. Special weekly rates. 

Please telephone or write for brochure and details 


ROMAN ROAD 

CYCLE TOURS 
IN WEST WALES 

Here in an area of great natural beauty we offer a tour planned 
especially to suit you; fresh air and exercise as leisurely or as energetic 
as you like amid tranquil rural scenery. 

Fully equipped modern touring bicycles and bed and breakfast in 
places you might not have found for yourself. (Evening meals op- 
tional). 

For further details, write or 'phone: 

Ddol Las, Farmers, Llanwrda, Dyfed SA19 8JP 
Tel: Pumpsaint (05585) 336 



JSrarfela 

Itotd 

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT 

7 Leed Street 
Sandown 

Isle of Wight P036 9DA 
Tel: 0983 403648 

Brackla is a family run hotel situated in a sheltered suntrap garden yet only 4 
minutes walk from the beach, park, shops, amusements, station and indoor swim- 
ming pool and sports complex. All rooms have razor points and tea-making 
facilities and some rooms are available en-suite. We have a large lounge bar with 
dance area, TV lounge, and pleasant dining room with separate tables. We of- 
fer reduced rates for children sharing parents room and for parties. 

Prices for 1989 are from £78.20 per person per week, including Bed, Breakfast & 
evening meal. 

Access to the hotel is available at all times with your own front door keys. 

“I assure you of a warm welcome, good food and a happy holiday atmosphere. I look 
forward to welcoming you soon” — Graham Feekery. 

LICENSED 


ST. IVES FAMILY GUEST HOUSE 

BB / EM 

★ GOOD FOOD ★ TV LOUNGE ★ SEA VIEWS ★ CAR PARKING 

PRICES FROM £77 PER WEEK 
SPECIAL RATE: 

For further details, telephone Mrs Bailey: 

(0736) 796533 

STRATHEDEN, TRENWITH LANE 
ST. IVES TR26 1DD 



ST LEONARD S. EYNSHAM 
Assistant Organist 

required 

An opportunity to share in leading worship 
in this growing lively Evangelical Parish 
Church. 

5 1 stop new Allen digital organ (direct from 
the Lambeth conference) and Roland digital 
piano keyboard. 

Music group used regularly, hymns and 
songs range from Isaac Watts to Graham 
Kendrick. 

We need someone to play for one service 
each Sunday or equivalent by arrangement 
with the organist. Dr Alastair White, plus 
a share of weddings. Fees etc negotiable. 

Apply: The Rev Robert Key, Eynsham 
Vicarage, Evnsham OX8 1PF. Tel: Ox- 
ford 881323. 


MILL PARK 
TOURING SITE 

43 A « 

Berrynarbor, 
Near Ilfracombe 

Situated in peaceful sheltered and pic- 
turesque surroundings with delightful 
parkland and fishing lake. Ideal for the 
family holiday. Situated off A399 
coast road. 

For brochure Tel: 0271 88 2647 or 
send SAE to Mill Park Touring Site, Mill 
Lane, Berrynarbor, Ilfracombe, Devon. 


The Victoria Hotel 

1 Middlesex R oad, Bexhill-on-Sea 

l l«—wl | 


Small family run hotel offering good, modern accommodation 
and traditional cuisine. 

Open all year round. 

Restaurant open to non-residents for lunch and dinner. 

For bookings or further information contact: 

Eileen and Bill Dacke 

BEXHILL (0424) 210382 

Member of Bexhill Tourism Association 


Claremont House Hotel 

Second Avenue, Hove BN3 2LL 
Tel: (0273) 735161 

A Victorian spacious hotel with a friendly management. Cen- 
trally situated, for shopping in Hove and Brighton. Near to 
the seafront, in a residential area with regular transport ser- 
vice. All rooms have a colour television, a selection with 
teletext. One room with a relaxing jacuzzi and several with 
luxurious corner baths. 12 bedrooms to choose from some 
en-suite. 

Bed and breakfast: £15-£42 
Reductions less 10 per cent for 7 night stay 
Full English breakfast inclusive 

You can travel to Hove by coach or train, all amenities are 
close by. 



• Indoor heated 
swimming pool and 
jacuzzi-type spa pool, 
together with 
changing rooms and 
lockers for personal 
belongings 

• Games room with 
table tennis and 
snooker 

• Beach hut on the 
sea front for general 
use of guests 

• Everything for an 
enjoyable holiday 

Collingwood Road 
Marine Parade West 
Clacton-on-Sea 
Telephone: 
(0255) 424018 
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The DOOR opens on: The Ridgeway Benefice 


Where six into one does go 


Churches: St Mary the Virgin, 
Childrey (pop 420, roll 30): Splen- 
did 13th-15thc cruciform shaped 
building extensively restored in 
past five years. St John the Bap- 
tist, Kingston Lisle (pop 233, roll 

25) : Tiny 12th century former 
chapel of ease to Sparsholt, within 
the grounds of Kingston Lisle 
House. St Michael and All Angels, 
Letcombe Bassett (pop 177, roll 

26) : Beautifully simple Norman 
gem. St Andrew, Letcombe Regis 
(pop 476, roll 60): Light and airy. 
Norman foundation but almost 
rebuilt in Victorian times. Holy 
Rood, Sparsholt (pop 266, roll 29): 
12- 14th century with fine effigies. 
£125,000 restoration appeal immi- 
nent. St Laurence, West Challow 
(pop 214, roll 26): 12th;century 
church with one of the oldest in- 
scribed bells in England (1283) and 
a great sense of sanctity. 

Rector: The Revd Ivor Marsh. 

Reader: Ann Cobbold (from 
May 1989). 

Church Wardens: Two per 
church. 

Choir: Letcombe Regis has a 
mixed choir of adults and children. 

Organist: Each church has its 
own. 

Bellringers: Six teenagers at 
Letcombe Regis captained by Ann 
Williams. 

Magazine: Monthly Contact 
edited by Linda Soames serves all 
six churches. 

Mission Link: Bishop Benzies 
in Madagascar. 

Sunday Services: Six starting 
with 8am Rite B Communion 
through to 6pm Evensong. Usually 
different one each week in each 
church. Also includes HC Rite A, 
Mattins and Family Service. 

Weekdays: Daily Morning and 
Evening Prayer at a different 
church each day. Also Thursday 
10.30am Communion at Letcombe 
Regis. 

Prayer Books: Depends on ser- 
vice. Book Common Prayer for 
some services but all also use ASB 
sometimes except Sparsholt. 

Hymn Books: Wide range in- 
cluding English Hymnal, 100 
Hymns for Today and Hymns An- 
cient and Modem. 

Regular activities: Care team, 
weekly Bible study group. Mon- 
thly St Luke’s Fellowship, autumn 
Confirmation classes. Mother 
Teresa group, Childrey Lent mis- 
sion 1990. 



The teenaged bellringing team at St Andrew’s, Letcombe 
Regis, with tower captain, Ann Williams. 


THE Ridgeway Path running from Hertford- 
shire to Wiltshire is one of the oldest 
highways in Britain. To follow it is to walk 
through history, especially above the Vale 
of the White Horse where the bare chalk 
hills are studded with iron age remains and 
of course the famous White Horse. 

Very much part of that history are the parishes 
of the Ridgeway Benefice, starting with Let- 
combe Bassett over 700 feet up, and moving 
down through leafy lanes to West Challow and 
the farms of the Vale below. 

Six churches 

The six villages, with a combined population 
of fewer than 2,000 and six churches all dating 
back to the 12th and 13th centuries, have been 
served by one Rector since 1973. The present in- 
cumbent is Ivor Marsh, an energetic young man 
who attends around 55 parish council meetings 
a year and whose Sunday is a day long marathon 
drive around his churches perhaps starting with 
8am Communion at Letcombe Bassett and 
finishing up with 6pm Evensong at Sparsholt; 
with three or four more services in between. No 
wonder, perhaps, that his predecessor made the 
trek by motor-bike and occasionally arrived look- 
ing dishevelled after a spill on a farm track. 


Farmer's son 

Father Ivor is more serene about his Sundays. 
He is a Derbyshire farmer’s son and Agricultural 
Rural Chaplain to the Berkshire Archdeaconry, 
and doesn’t mind either the driving or the number 
of services. In fact, he thinks it helps him to come 
fresh to each one and so far he has managed to 
produce the right service for the right church. 
However, his summer theological students “don’t 
know what’s hit them, and have to be reminded 
that they are there to worship God themselves, 
not just to take services.” 


Well attended 

From time to time the media suggest that the 
rural Church is dying on its feet, but in the 
Ridgeway Benefice the reverse seems to be nearer 
the truth. Even the weekday Morning and Even- 
ing prayer are remarkably well attended and pro- 
vide opportunities for a less-hurried chat with the 
Rector. Some parishioners clearly mind that he 
isn’t always able to linger on Sundays, but the 


by Christine Zwart 


care team co-ordinator and the telephone keep 
him in touch with people’s needs. 

The laity’s part in the life of the Benefice is 
clearly a vital one. In May, Childrey will have 
its first licensed Reader and “another is in the 
pipeline”. Morning and Evening Prayer go on 
whether Father Ivor is there or not, and there is 
a special relationship between the Benefice and 
the Sisters of the Community of St Mary the 
Virgin, Wantage, particularly with Sister Patricia 
Ann who often takes a family service or assists 
at Communion and who has started three of the 
six Sunday schools. 

There is a weekly Bible study group and a mon- 
thly St Luke’s Fellowship meeting at the Rectory 
in Letcombe Regis, where a flourishing group 
meet to “explore wholeness” and to listen to 
speakers such as Mother Frances Dominica. 

Three services 

A Mother Teresa Group in West Challow sup- 
ports the Work of The Porch mentioned in the 
April DOOR and the Madagascan mission link 
has become even more real since two Wantage 
sisters went out to the island. A recent plea 
from them for £100 for urgent equipment, read 
out instead of a sermon, was underwritten by the 
end of the service. 

Despite one rector, one magazine, and many 
combined ventures, each parish has been allow- 
ed to preserve its own individuality and any chur- 
chgoer in the Benefice has a huge range of 
services to choose from. In Holy Week, for in- 
stance, up to three services are available each day 
including a vigil until midnight on Maundy 
Thursday and an Easter Saturday Service of Light 
at West Challow when everyone comes together 
and bonfires glow in the churchyard, the children 
ring bells, and six candles representing the six 
churches are lit. 


Living presence 

Ivor Marsh is a great believer in the missionary 
presence of the Church. Since his arrival in 1986, 
bells are rung each day for Morning and Even- 
ing Prayer and even if villagers do no more than 
set their watches by them at least they are remind- 
ed that their church is not just part of the 
Ridgeway’s history but a living presence, still 


H. A. HONOUR 

HOME MAINTENANCE 

Fencing • Turf laying • Slabs • Removal of garden waste • Glass cutting • Plastering • 
Brickwork • Patios • Walls. 

All aspects of Home and Garden work carried out 

TELEPHONE: BICESTER 248860 (24 hours) 



Cultural Tours 
and Pilgrimages 

For over 34 years Inter-Church Travel has been the 
leading name in providing tours to places of biblical 
and cultural significance for people from all walks 
of life and all ages. The 1989 brochure features 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land, devotional visits to 
Lourdes and tours to the Soviet Union and India. 

The Great Wall of China and Rose-Red city of 
Petra are also among the highlights, and there is 
a range of UK holidays to places like Canterbury, 

Ely and York. New for this year are Mediugorje 
and Dubrovnik in Yugoslavia, Sicily and Turkey, 
the East Germany of Martin Luther and J S 
Bach and a Malawi Mission tour in the foot- 
steps of David Livingstone. 

To receive this brochure either call free on 
0800 300 444 or complete this coupon and 
return it to: Inter-Church Travel Ltd, 

FREEPOST, PO Box 58, Folkestone, Kent 
CT20 1YB. 


P— X 

YES! Please send me (he Inter-Church *89 brochure. 

Title and Name 

Address ^ 



I 


Postcode 

Telephone number ; 

Date of Birth (Mr) (Mrs/Miss) 3KD _ 



THINK OF IT AS A SAVINGS PLAN 

There’s more to life policies than the protection they offer. 

In fact, a profit-sharing endowment policy like ours offers the 
prospect of excellent long-term growth in the value of your savings. 

Backed by the Ecclesiastical Life Fund, your policy is cushioned 
against very short term market movements, with carefully selected 
and managed investments. 

There’s a guaranteed payout when the policy matures, after 
a minimum of 10 years. Regular reversionary bonuses, although 
not guaranteed, help to build the value of your savings. And, once 
they’re added, they cannot be taken away. 

Ecclesiastical’s savings-type life policies have been amongst the 
leading performers over the years. So, if you want to save with 
security, get the full facts of life from Ecclesiastical now. 


To: Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, 

Abbeygate House, 164-167 East Road, Cambridge CB1 1DB. Telephone: Cambridge (0223) 460611 
Please tell me more about the value of Life Assurance as a regular savings method. 

Name Address 


_Tel. No._ 


I I understand that a representative may call. . 

Sm. ■ • a • I Members of LAUTRO, IMRO, UTA 

I iL? tCCIGSIOSTICOI i a po ® 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN Relevant investment business - Life Assurance and Unit Trust. 
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Who’s Who 
in the 
Diocese 

The BISHOP of OXFORD 

The Rt Revd Richard Harries 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey 
Oxford 0X2 ONB 
Tel: Oxford (0865) 244566 „ 

AREA BISHOPS AND 
ARCHDEACONS: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: The 
Rt Revd Simon Burrows, 
Bishop of Buckingham, 
Sheridans, Grimms Hill, 

Great Missenden, Bucks, 

HP 16 9BD. Tel: 024 062173 
Archdeacon: The Ven John 
Bone, 60 Wendover Road, 
Aylesbury. Bucks HP21 
9LW. Tel: 0296 23269 
OXFORDSHIRE: The Rt 
Revd Anthony Russell, 

Bishop of Dorchester, The 
Rectory, Whitchurch, Strat- 
ford on Avon, Warwicks, 
CV37 8NS. Tel: 078987 225. 
Archdeacon: The Ven Frank 
Weston, Christ Church, 
Oxford, OX1 1DP. Tel: 0865 
276185. 

BERKSHIRE: The Rt Revd 
Graham Foley, Bishop of 
Reading, Greenbanks, Old 
Bath Road, Sonning, Reading 
RG4 OSY. Tel: 0734 692187. 
Archdeacon: The Ven David 
Griffiths, 21 Wilderness 
Road, Earley, Reading, RG6 
2RU. Tel: 0734 663459. 

DIOCESAN CHURCH 
HOUSE: 

North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
ONB. Tel: 0865 244566. 

Fax: 0865 790470. 


The Cathedral 
Church of Christ 
Oxford 

Dean: The Very Revd 
Eric Heaton, MA 
Tel: Oxford 0865 276161 

Cathedral Services: 
Sundays 

8am Holy Communion 
9am College Communion (Term) 
9am Mattins and Sermon 
11.15am Sung Eucharist 
6pm Evensong (No sermon) 

Weekdays 

7.15am Mattins 
7.35am Holy Communion 
6pm Evensong (Thursday: 5.35pm 
Said Evensong and 6pm Sung 
Eucharist). 



PROVIDENCE 


WITH the chancelleries of Europe reeling 
from the impact of a novel; with African states 
still rent in internecine war, when the situa- 
tion cries out for peace; with drug traffic 
escalating and crime figures mounting steadi- 
ly; a cool observer could be forgiven for think- 
ing that we live in a mad, mad world. 

Even with the benefit of a long restrospect, 
the professional historian is hard pressed to 
provide any rationale for the past. So, is 
history, as Henry Ford announced, just 
“bunk”? This has to be an important ques- 
tion for any student of the human scene. 

Is the history of mankind, or his own per- 
sonal history for that matter, intelligible? 

The Hebrew people have consistently held 
to the view that history is not only intelligible, 
but shows the influence of a benign and lov- 
ing Creator. This is all the more remarkable 
for a race which has suffered more than most 
from the “accidents of history”. 

They have seen it all — the rise and fall of 
empires Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, Persia, 
Greece, Rome, Byzantium, Islam, Britain. 
They know all about the perils of living under 
foreign rulers, who treated them at best with 
suspicion at worst with barbaric cruelty. 


See for yourself the Diaspora Museum in Tel 
Aviv. They had reason to take history seriously 
but no reason to view it optimistically. Yet 
their view of history, as recorded in 
Deuteronomy, in Samuel and Kings, and in the 
prophets was that the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob presided not only over their own 
history, but the history of world states, and 
indeed over the whole cosmic process. 

They could even believe that Cyrus was a 
servant of God and Alexander a benefactor of 
mankind. It is on account of this persistent 
belief that history is meaningful, that they are 
amongst the earlier “historians” long before 
Herodotus, the so-called “father of history” 
ever put quill to parchment . . . 

The story of Joseph is the classic instance of 
what we call “divine providence” which is fun- 
damental to Christian theology. It is the story 
of a man greatly wronged by his brothers, im- 
prisoned on a false charge, who became a 
means of salvation not only to his own people 
but the whole civilised world. 

It was God “who had sent a man before 
them” — one example among many, whereby 
the wrath of man has turned to His praise. 

History is not bunk. Stuart Blanch 



“It’s OK for him: he always led the field at cross-country !’’ 


The Bishop's grand tour 

(see front page) 

Witney, 5 May, Burford School; Deddington, 8 May, Bodicote 
Primary School: Chipping Norton, 9 May, Chipping Norton parish 
centre; Woodstock, 10 May, Steeple Barton Church; Bicester and 
Islip, 11 May, Fritwell School; Oxford, 22 May, Botley Church; 
Cowley, 23 May, Parish Hall; Cuddesdon and Aston, 24 May, Lord 
William’s Lower School, Thame; Henley, 25 May, Holy Trinity 
Church; Newport, 5 June, Sherington Church. 


WHAT'S ON 


MAY 

Apr 30-June 11. AYLESBURY. St 
Mary’s 10th Anniversary Festival of 
Music and the Arts. Info and tickets from 
the Vicarage 0296 24276 or St Mary’s 
Coffee Shop 28518. 

Sat 6. ROTHERFIELD GREYS. All 
Saints, 7.30pm. Concert by The Henley 
Singers in aid of renovation of bells. 
Tickets at door. 

Sat 6. DEDWORTH, Nr Windsor. All 
Saints Church, Craft Fayre, 10am-2pm. 
Sun 7. GREAT HORWOOD, N. Bucks. 
Cottesloe Annual Service, 3.30pm. 

Sun 7. SEER GREEN, Nr Beaconsfield. 
Holy Trinity Church, 6pm. Renewal Ser- 
vice with Laying on of Hands. Contact: 
Rev Whiffen, Beaconsfield 675013. 
Wed 11-Thur 12. AYLESBURY. St 
Mary’s Centre, Youth Theatre. One-act 
plays. Contact: Aylesbury 24276. 

Wed 11. GERRARDS CROSS. WEC 
HQ, Bulstrode, Oxford Rd. Cedars and 
Unimatco Open Day with vehicles and 
Solar Display. Contact: Mrs Chudley 
0753 886105. 

Fri 12. HIGH WYCOMBE. Oakley 
Rooms, Deanery Church Urban Fund 
Evening with the JABOK Theatre Co. 
Admission £2 at door. Contact: Patrick 
Finlay 04946 4372. 

Fri 12. LANGLEY, Slough. Mountbat- 
ten Hall, St Mary’s Road. Two public 
lectures on Paul Nash. 10.30am and 2pm. 
Tickets £1 from Mrs Barbara Taylor, 
Slough 42068. Buffet Supper 7.30pm 
£10. Tel: Slough 654020. Paul Nash Ex- 
hibition at Slough Museum until 25 May. 
Sat 13. SLOUGH. 9 Lascelles Road, 
2pm. Garden Party in aid of The Mission 
to Seamen. Contact: Robert & Ruth 
Chilver, Slough 25125. 

Sat 13. SOUTH MORETON. WI Barn. 
2pm. Plant sale. 

Sat 13. MAIDENHEAD. All Saints 
Church, Boyan Hill. Guild of Servants of 
the Sanctuary Festival. 11.30am. High 


Mass, 3pm Guild Office, Sermon, Pro- 
cession and Benediction. Lunches and 
teas bookable in advance. Contact: Nor- 
man Phillips, Windsor 0753 861126. 
Sat 13. OXFORD. St Andrew’s 
Headington, Parish Hall, Dunstan Road, 
1 lam-3pm Spring Fair in aid of CUF. 
7.30pm Concert, featuring local talent. 
Sat 13. HOLTON, NR WHEATLEY. 
Village Hall, Craft & Produce, Cream 
Teas, 2-5pm. 

Sun 14. MARLOW. Higginson Park by 
the River, 3. 30-4. 30pm. Pentecost 
Celebration, picnic, musicians. Contact: 
Roger Flavell, Marlow 5397. 

Sun 14. STONESFIELD. Parish 
Church, 6pm. “Songs of Praise” service 
for Christian Aid Week. 

Wed 17-Sat 20. ESHER, SURREY. 
Sandown Park. Portsmouth Road, 
10am-6pm daily, 5th National Christian 
Resources Exhibition. Tel: Prince’s 
Risborough (084 44) 2894. 

Wed 17. SANDHURST. St Michael’s 
Church, 11.30am. Opening of Parish 
Centre by HRH The Princess Royal. 
Contact: Brian Budden, Crow 773552, or 
Jane Knowles, Crow 774593. 

Fri 19. MARLOW. All Saints Church 
Hall, The Causeway. 8pm. Talk il- 
lustrated with slides “Photographic trip 
up the Thames”. Tickets £2 in aid of 
Church Restoration Fund. Tel: Marlow 
71610. 

Fri 19-Sat 20. READING. The Park 
URC, Wokingham Road, Fri 7-9. 30pm 
and Sat 9.30am-5pm, Bible Society 
Training Course “Know the Scriptures 
through small groups”. Contact: Berks 
Christian Training Scheme 0734 693298 
(Mon, Wed and Fri mornings only) or 
Bible Society, Swindon 0793 513713. 
Sat 20. STOKENCHURCH. St Peter & 
St Paul’s Church, Belmont Quartet. 
Voices in Harmony. Tickets at door 
£3.50 inc refreshments. 

Sat 20. SPEEN, Newbury'. St Mary the 


Virgin, 7.30pm. Oxford Welsh Male 
Voice Choir £2.50. Contact: Ann Whit- 
taker, 0635 35597. 

Sat 20. AYLESBURY. St Mary’s 
Church, Organ recital by Simon Preston. 
Contact: Aylesbury 24276. 

Sat 20. SOUTH ASCOT. Haining Cot- 
tage Garden open 10.30am- 12.30pm in 
aid of Sonning and Bracknell Deaneries 
Assoc for Soc Work. Plants for sale. En- 
trance and Coffee £1. Ascot 21739. 
Sun 21. DORCHESTER. The Abbey. 
Anglo-Polish concert, 7.30pm. Tickets 
£5 and £3. Contact: Harry Claxton 0235 
815475. 

Mon 22. OXFORD. Keble College 
Chapel, 5.30pm. The Eric Symes Abbott 
Memorial Lecture by Rev Prof Rowan 
Williams. 

Tues 23. PANGBOURNE. St Ber- 
nadette’s Catholic Church, Horseshoe 
Road, 8pm. Ecumenical Healing Service. 
Thu 25-Mon 29. OXFORD. Visit of 
Bonn Council of Churches. Contact: 
Barry Ford, 52 Hutchcombe Road, 
Botley. 

Sat 27-Mon 29. KINTBURY. St Mary’s 
Church, Street Fayre and Flower 
Festival. Contact: Mrs G. Clements, 
0488 58670. 

Sat 27. OXFORD. St Stephen’s House, 
Marston St, Cowley Road. Spring Fair 
in aid of Oxford MIND. Contact: An- 
drew Cooper, Oxford 723039. 

Sat 27. AYLESBURY. St Mary’s 
Church and Centre. An Evening of 
Celebration with period costume and 
food. Contact: Aylesbury 24276. 

Sat 27. NEWBURY. Day Pilgrimage to 
Aylesford Priory. Coach leaving St 
John’s Church at 8. 15am. Contact: EditVi 
Thain 0635 43968. 

Sun 28. OXFORD. St Mary the Virgin. 
OCC Annual Ecumenical Service with 
Taize music. 

Sun 28-June 4. ASCOT. All Saints Mis- 
sion, Bish Richard Holloway of Edin- 


burgh, Another Country Another King. 
Sun 28. BALSCOTE. St Mary 
Magdalen^, 6pm. Service of Thanksgiv- 
ing at Evensong. Preacher The Bishop of 
Dorchester. 

Mon 29. WROXTON. Church Fete and 
Craft Fair, 2-5pm. 

Mon 29. GREAT HAMPDEN. Parish 
Church, 10.30am-4.30pm. Open Day 
and exhibition of old bibles and prayer 
books. Refreshments. 

Mon 29. ASTONS. Recreation Ground, 
2pm. Church Fete in aid of All Saints, 
Aston Upthorpe and St Michael’s, Aston 
Tirrold, Contact: 0235 850775. 

JUNE 

Sat 3. PANGBOURNE. Sir Julian 
Rose's organic dairy farm open day. 
Contact: Wokingham 783204 or 

Bracknell 421912. 

Sat 3. CUDDESDON. Ripon College, 
2.15pm. Fete & Craft Exhibition. Con- 
tact: Brian Harris, Wheatley 4681. 
Mon 5. OXFORD. New Road Baptist 
Church, Bonn Square, 7.30pm. OCC 
Summer Forum, Mrs Rosemary 
Peacocke, and Education panel. 

Thu 8. OXFORD. The Cherwell Centre, 
Norham Gardens, 10am-4pm, Healing 
the Family Tree, Dr Ken McAll. £15 or 
£•18.95 incl book. Contact: Rev Philip 
Roderick, High Wycombe 21605. 

Thu 8. OXFORD. 122 Banbury Road 
(cnr Belbroughton), 10.30-12 noon, 
CMS Coffee morning/Bring and Buy. 
Thu 8. OXFORD. St Giles Church Hall, 
7.30pm. Homeless People and the Ox- 
ford Churches Volunteers Fair. Contact: 
Victoria Mort, Oxford 246342. 

Fri 9. SANDHURST St Michael’s 
Church, 8pm. Marriage Encounter Infor- 
mation Evening. Contact: 0344 779658. 
Sat 10. MARLOW. Higginson Park. 
Joint Fair, All Saints with St Peter’s RC 
Church. 

Sat 10. THE LEE, Nr Great Missenden. 
St John The Baptist, 10am-7pm. Flower 


Festival. Coffee, Ploughman’s Lunches 
and Teas. 

Sun 11. THE LEE, Nr Great Missenden. 
St John the Baptist, Noon-7pm. Flower 
Festival, concluding with Songs of Praise 
in Church at 6pm. 

Sun 11. MARS WORTH. White Lion 
Bridge and All Saints Church, Annual 
Boat Procession and Ecumenical Service, 
with Tring SA Band. Contact: Miss C. 
Bushell, Tring 2043. 

Sun 11. HIGH WYCOMBE. Hughenden 
Church, 5.30pm. Open Air Songs of 
Praise with Wycombe Brass Band. 

Sun 11-Sat 24. SOVIET UNION. 
Moscow, Leningrad, Tbilisi and 
Yerevan, trip to meet Soviet Christians, 
£570. Contact: Ann Shukman, Fritwell 
505. 

Sat 17. OXFORD. St Margaret’s In- 
stitute, 10am-4pm. “What Shall We Do 
Next?” a day for youth leaders. Cost 
£1.50. Contact: Annette Nixon 0865 
244566 or 0734 669116. 

STOP PRESS 

Sat, May 20. ASTON CLINTON. Ox- 
ford Diocesan Guild of Bellringers. 3pm 
Evensong, 4pm Tea Sports and Social 
Club Hall, 5pm AGM. Bells available 
lpm^pm and 6.30-8. 30pm. Tea ticket £1 
from J. S. White, 70 Selwyn Court, Long 
Meadow, Aylesbury, HP21 7EQ. 

Tues, May 23. OXFORD. Council of 
Christians and Jews. 8pm. Dr Peter 
Walker on “Christian Attitudes to 
Jerusalem, Past and Present”, 21 Rich- 
mond Road, Oxford. 
OBERAMMERGAU by coach Aug 
14-25 Bavaria and Passion Play. £467. 
Details the Rev Graham Hendy. Slough 
29988 

GERMAN THEOLOGY. Any clergy 
who would like some help with reading 
German theology (without any fees) 
please contact Mrs Marianne Von 
Kahler, 10 Lucas Place, Meadow Lane, 
Iffley, OX4 4HA. Oxford 774122. 



The 1989 Edition of "MONDAY" was published in 
CHURCH TIMES and other national Church 
weeklies on 21 April. Order further copies now for 
yourself, your Church, your discussion group, 
from: 


John Bowmer, ICF, 16 Bark Hart Road 
Orpington, Kent BR6 0QD 

PRICES (incl p&p): Single copies 30p. 10 £1.50. 
20 £2.50. 50 £5.00. 100 £8.00 


ICF 


Industrial Christian Fellowship 


for Christians on 
MONDAY! 


Religious programmes 
on Local Radio 

BBC RADIO BEDFORDSHIRE 

Sundays 7am -9am Melting Pot , a religious magazine pro- 
gramme reflecting the scene in Beds, Herts and Bucks with 
Barry Amis, a member of the Milton Keynes Church Army 
team. 630kHz, 95.5 VHF — FM stereo. 

BBC RADIO OXFORD 

Sundays 8.05am-9am Spirit Level, Christian magazine program- 
mes which provides a mouthpiece for the Churches run by a 
professional producer and eight volunteers Goes out live. 
Mondays and Fridays 6.50am and 8.50am Thought for the Day 
featuring local Christian figures and produced by Spirit Level 
team. 95.2 MHZ FM stereo. 

BRUNEI. RADIO, Swindon 

Sundays 6am-9am Award winning Breakfast Show magazine 
programme featuring local, national and international Christian 
news. 

10pm* 1am The Sharp End, a unique phone-in Christian 
counselling programme. Ring early to get through. 

Dally 7.50am Thought for the Day features well known Chris- 
tians. 

1161 AM(MW). 

CHILTERN RADIO 

Sundays 6am-8am Day One. A Christian programme of news 
interviews and local events plus the best of gospel and hit 
music. 

97.6 FM 828AM (MW). 

GWR SWINDON 

Sundays 6am-8am The Gary Vincent Show, religious features, 
Christian What's on?" 

8pm- 10pm Sal Solo rock gospel show and phone-in. 

Daily 8.50am Thought for the Day. 

97.2 FM. 

RADIO 210, Thames Valley Broadcasting 
Sunday^ 7am-8am The Sunday Breakfast Show with Graham 
Rogers and Eunice Cooper, Music, interviews, competitions. 
Church news and a Sunday thought with the Revd John 
Stephens. 

Thursdays 9.30pm-10pm Witness on Thursday, Religious 
magazine programme presented by Eunice Cooper. 



THE COMPLETE 
VIDEO 
SERVICE 

WEDDINGS • PARTIES • FUNCTIONS 
• CHRISTENING 

All titling music and voice over, cine and slides transferred 
onto video. Make copies of Beta and VHS and have your 
performance professionally recorded. 

WE DO WHAT THE OTHERS TALK ABOUT 

IF IT'S TO DO WITH VIDEOS )NE DO IT! 

G.P. SERVICE (0734) 862924 



Teaching 
the Teachers 



LEARN TO TEACH EXERCISE 
TO MUSIC WITH LONDON CENTRAL 

Don’t miss this opportunity to train locally with one of the country’s leading 
training organisations. London Central YMCA will be bringing their: 

EXERCISE TO MUSIC COURSE 
RSA/SPORTS COUNCIL APPROVED 

TO 

THE T.V.E.I. CENTRE, 


Cricket Road, Oxford 

The course leads to a nationally recognised certificate. 

To find out more, come along to a free, practical promotion evening at The 
Douglas Bader Sports Centre, St Edward’s School, Woodstock Road, Ox- 
ford on Monday, June 5, 7. 30-9. 30pm. 

For full details contact: London Central YMCA, Training & Develop- 
ment Dept, 112 Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3NQ. 
Tel: 01-580 2989. 


Typeset and printed by Goodhead Press Ltd, Chaucer International Estate, Bicester. Tel: 0869 253322 









